My Lamp Needs Oil
Scripture: Matthew 25:1–13					Date: November 8, 2026
Today is a very special Sunday for us at ATPC, because it is our final Sunday worshiping together at PHPC. Over the past four years and eight months, we have accumulated many precious memories. We are especially grateful to PHPC for its welcome, hospitality, and generous support. Today, we are leaving this familiar place and moving to a new church building. This is a moment worthy of thanksgiving and full of anticipation.
When one chapter ends and another begins, what should we carry with us as we move forward? The parable of the ten virgins that Jesus tells today gives us an important reminder.
I. A Lamp Needs Oil; Faith Requires Ongoing Preparation
Jesus says that the kingdom of heaven is like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were wise and prepared not only their lamps but also extra oil. The other five brought their lamps but did not prepare enough oil.
The bridegroom was delayed, and all ten virgins became tired and fell asleep. At midnight, the bridegroom arrived, and everyone got up to prepare their lamps. The virgins who had not prepared enough oil discovered that their lamps were about to go out, so they had to go and buy more oil. By the time they returned, the door to the wedding banquet had already been shut.
Jesus concludes by reminding His disciples: "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour." This parable reminds us that because we do not know when the Lord will come, we must always be prepared. Jesus is not telling us to live in constant fear of the end of the world. Rather, He is calling us to consider how we are living now. Are we living a life of faith that is prepared?
We often assume that important things can wait until later: we will read the Bible after we retire, pray when we have more free time, or pursue our faith more seriously when life becomes less busy. Yet work, family, health concerns, and many other responsibilities often consume all of our time. We may spend many hours reading the news or browsing social media, but not necessarily take time to be still and ask ourselves, "How is my relationship with God today? Have I listened to His voice?"
Faith is not like filling a tank once and expecting it to last a lifetime. Faith requires a daily connection with God and a continual receiving of strength from Him. Just as Jesus says in John 15, He is the vine and we are the branches. If a branch is not connected to the vine, it cannot bear fruit by itself. Our lamps need oil, and our lives also need to receive grace from God day by day.
II. We Do Not Know What Tomorrow Will Bring, but We Can Choose How to Prepare Today
Jesus says, “Keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.” There are many things in life that we cannot know in advance.
At the beginning of 2020, no one expected that a pandemic would suddenly change the entire world. Today, the world is still full of uncertainty. Wars, political divisions, economic pressures, family caregiving responsibilities, and health concerns cause many people to feel anxious.
We cannot control what will happen in the world, but we can choose the attitude with which we face it. Though the world is imperfect and human strength is limited, God is still sovereign, and He has not abandoned us. Therefore, watchfulness is not about fearing the future; it is about living faithfully today. Preparing oil can begin with small, everyday actions: setting aside some time to pray, reading a passage of Scripture, blessing one person, or extending a helping hand when someone is in need.
Faith often does not suddenly appear when major events occur. Rather, it is gradually cultivated through daily life. Today, we also stand at the threshold of a new stage in the life of our church, not knowing what challenges the future may bring. Yet we do not need to know every detail of the future in order to have the courage to take the next step. We only need to trust that the God who has led us this far will continue to lead us into the future.
III. When Your Own Lamp Is About to Go Out, Do Not Leave the Community of Faith
This parable reminds us that even the wise virgins became tired. Even people of faith have moments of weakness.
Sometimes we pray for a family member's health for a long time, yet the situation does not improve. Some people lose loved ones, and their grief remains for a long time. Others, because of exhaustion, disappointment, or wounds from relationships, gradually drift away from the church.
At times, we still have the lamp in our hands, but there is not much oil left inside. At such times, what we need most is not to condemn ourselves, but to return to God and remain within the community of faith.
In the parable, the five wise virgins did not share their oil with the other five. This is not because Jesus is teaching us to be selfish. Rather, it is a reminder that while others can pray for us and walk alongside us, no one can establish a relationship with God on our behalf. However, this does not mean that we do not need one another. Paul says in Galatians 6:2, “Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”
When a person loses strength, the church can walk alongside that person. When a person loses hope, the church can pray for that person. We cannot pour faith directly into another person's lamp, but through our own faith we can help others see God's light again.
Perhaps during a difficult time you once received a caring phone call. Perhaps someone prayed for you when you were sick, or brothers and sisters walked with you through the hardest days after the loss of a loved one. These ordinary acts often become a lamp in someone else's life.
Therefore, when your lamp still has oil, be an encouragement to others. And when your own lamp is about to go out, do not be afraid or ashamed to ask others for help. God often enables us to see His grace again through our brothers and sisters in the faith.
IV. Today We Are Leaving PHPC, but Let Us Not Forget to Take the Grace We Received Here with Us
Today has special significance for ATPC. We have worshiped together at PHPC for four years and eight months, and today is our final Sunday service in this place.
Many people are looking forward to the new church building and the additional space it will provide for ministry. However, I want to remind us of this: today we are leaving one place and going to another. But the true foundation of the church is not a building; it is Jesus Christ. We may change addresses, but the God we worship has not changed, the Christ we follow has not changed, and the mission of loving people, serving people, and proclaiming the gospel has not changed.
I am reminded of the story of the Israelites leaving Egypt. God led them through the wilderness toward the Promised Land. When they did not know which way to go, God guided them by a pillar of cloud and a pillar of fire.
Today, we also stand before a new stage in our journey. The new location may bring adjustments that need to be made, and it may also bring new opportunities. But we can be certain that God is still with us. Just as He was with us in the past, He will continue to be with us in this new place.
What we are taking with us is not only church property and equipment. More importantly, we are taking with us the grace we have received over these four years and eight months: the memories of worshiping together, the experiences of serving one another, the faith that sustained us as we prayed together through difficult times, and the love and generosity that PHPC has shown to us.
Today, we especially want to express our gratitude to PHPC. Thank you for welcoming us and giving us a warm home. Thank you for sharing this space with us and for extending a helping hand whenever we needed it. What you have done is more than simply providing a place for us to gather. You have participated in God's work among ATPC.
We hope to continue passing on the grace that we have received and to become a blessing to others. Today is not only a farewell; it is also a time to move forward with grateful hearts.
V. Gratitude Is the Oil That Renews Our Strength
November is a season of thanksgiving. We often thank God when things are going well, when we are healthy, and when our families are at peace. These are certainly reasons to be grateful. But true gratitude is not only counting the things that have gone well. It is also recognizing that God has not left us even in the midst of difficulties. Sometimes the problem has not yet been resolved, but someone is there to walk alongside us. Sometimes the direction ahead is still unclear, but we trust that God will lead us forward.
When a person is in a dark room, a single lamp can illuminate the path ahead. Gratitude has a similar power. When we count God's blessings, we no longer see only what we lack; we also begin to see what we have already received.
As we look back on these four years and eight months, there are many things for which we can give thanks. We thank those who quietly prepared, arranged, and cleaned up each Sunday. We thank those who led worship, taught children, cared for youth, and visited and supported others. We also thank those who prayed behind the scenes and generously gave their time and financial resources. Some acts of service may have gone largely unnoticed, but God has seen them all.
Gratitude does not necessarily change our circumstances, but it can change the way we face them. Today, my hope is that we will remember not only what we are leaving behind, but also what we have received. It is by carrying gratitude with us that we find the strength to continue moving forward.
VI. Let Us Carry Well-Prepared Lamps Into a New Beginning
Dear brothers and sisters, Jesus reminds us, “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.” This is not only a reminder to wait for Christ’s return, but also a reminder of how we should live today.
Finally, I would like to summarize today’s message with three statements.
First, lamps need oil, so we must continue to draw near to God. Do not live only on past spiritual experiences. Read Scripture, pray, and worship each day, allowing God’s Word to renew us.
Second, we must support one another. When someone else's lamp is about to go out, do not criticize that person; walk alongside them. And when your own lamp is about to go out, do not hide away. Allow your brothers and sisters to walk with you.
Third, let us continue forward with gratitude and hope. Leaving PHPC today does not mark the end of God's work. Rather, it is entering a new stage with the grace that He has given us.
I do not know what stories await us in the new place. Perhaps we will meet new friends and new families, begin new ministries, and perhaps also face new difficulties. But the church does not derive its life from a building. It lives by the grace of Christ as the body of Christ.
Today, we say thank you to PHPC, and we give thanks for this season of life that we have shared together. May God continue to bless PHPC and make it a blessing to many more people. And may God lead ATPC so that, in its new location, it may continue to bear witness to Him and help more people experience His love.
Brothers and sisters, let us not leave carrying only memories of the past. Let us also carry forward the faith and hope that come from God. May each of our lamps have oil. May our lives continue to shine brightly. As we wait for the Lord’s return, may we support and encourage one another and walk together on the path that God has set before us.
For the Lord whom we await is faithful. He has led us through yesterday, He will lead us through today, and He will continue to lead us into tomorrow. Amen.
