The Reformation: Grace to All
Scripture: Matthew 23:2–12						November 1, 2026
Dear Lord of Grace, thank You for giving us abundant grace and for revealing the truth to us through Your Word. As we remember the Reformation together, we ask that the Holy Spirit open our hearts so that we may humbly receive Your grace, faithfully hold fast to Your truth, and serve others with the love of Christ. Please prepare our hearts so that we may listen attentively to Your Word and allow Your truth to guide our lives.
We pray this in the holy name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Introduction
Brothers and sisters, today we will reflect on the theme of the Reformation.
At the end of October each year, many Christian churches commemorate the Reformation. In 1517, Martin Luther presented the Ninety-five Theses, challenging certain erroneous teachings of the church at that time and reminding the church once again that God's salvation is not obtained through human merit, money, or religious performance. Rather, it is grace that is received freely. We are saved through faith by God's grace, not by our own achievements proving that we are worthy of God's love.
This is one of the central convictions of the Reformation: By grace alone, through faith alone.
However, the Reformation is not merely a historical movement, nor is it simply a day that we commemorate each year. True reform is allowing God's Word to shine on us again, so that our faith, our lives, and our service return to the intention of Christ.
In today's passage, Jesus reminds His disciples not to be like those who teach the law but do not practice it; not to place heavy burdens on others; and not to seek human praise and status. Jesus concludes by saying, "Whoever is greatest among you shall be your servant." These words were not spoken only to the religious leaders of that time; they are also spoken to every Christian today.
I. Do Not Merely Speak the Truth; Practice the Truth
In Matthew 23, Jesus points out that the scribes and Pharisees sit in Moses' seat and teach the people the law, but their actions do not correspond to what they teach. Jesus is not saying that God's Word is unimportant. Rather, He is pointing out that knowing the truth while being unwilling to live according to it results in an incomplete faith.
It is easy for us to know what the Bible says and to tell others clearly what is right and what is wrong. But the real question is this: Are we ourselves living out the truth that we believe?
For example, in today's society, political positions and differing opinions often lead people to criticize one another and even lose respect for one another. Some people place great emphasis on fairness, justice, and truth, yet when speaking with those who hold different views, they forget love and compassion. Christians can certainly have their own convictions and should care about justice in society, but we must not assume that because we believe we are right, we are therefore justified in treating others in hurtful ways.
The truth should not become a weapon with which we attack others. Rather, it should guide us to live out the character of Christ. When we stand firm in the truth, we must also remember humility. When we point out the errors of others, we must also examine our own lives.
This is also an important reminder from the Reformation: the church must continually return to God's Word and allow Scripture to examine our teaching, attitudes, and conduct, rather than judging others solely by tradition, custom, or personal preference.
Therefore, we may ask ourselves: Is the gospel that I proclaim reflected in my own life? Do my words bring encouragement and edification? Do my actions allow others to see the love of Christ?
Faith is not only the truth that we speak with our mouths; it is also the life that we live day by day.
II. Do Not Add to Others' Burdens; Live Out God's Grace
In verse 5, Jesus says that the things the scribes and Pharisees do are done to be seen by others. Earlier, in verse 4, He points out that they tie up heavy burdens and place them on people's shoulders, yet they themselves are unwilling to move them with so much as a finger.
This is a picture that is well worth our reflection. Religious leaders were meant to help people draw near to God, but by placing excessive emphasis on rules and regulations, they caused people to feel burdened and even made it difficult for them to see God's mercy.
The church today must also be mindful of this issue. We certainly need order, teaching, and spiritual discipline. However, if we only require others to follow rules while being unwilling to understand their circumstances, we may unintentionally become a burden to them.
Imagine someone walking into a church for the first time. That person may be carrying many questions and may also be experiencing family difficulties, work-related pressures, or deep emotional pain. If the first thing they encounter in the church is not acceptance but criticism, not people willing to listen but people eager to tell them what they should do, it may be difficult for them to experience the good news of the gospel.
Or consider a brother or sister in the church who, because of health or family issues, is temporarily unable to participate in every gathering and ministry activity. If we only notice that they are absent, without caring why they are absent, we may unknowingly add to their burden.
Grace does not mean that we do not need to grow, nor does it mean that there are no principles to follow. Grace means that, while remaining within the truth, we are still willing to show mercy, to walk alongside others, and to give them opportunities to rise again. God did not wait until we were completely changed before loving us; He demonstrated His love toward us while we were still weak.
Therefore, the church should not merely be a place that demands change from people. Rather, it should be a community where people can experience God's love, receive support, and gradually grow in grace.
This also echoes today's theme, "Grace to All": grace comes to all people. God's grace is not only for those who are most capable, most familiar with the Bible, or most able to participate in church activities. Every person needs grace, and every person should have the opportunity to be accepted and built up in the love of Christ.
Having received grace ourselves, we must also learn to bring grace to others. When we encounter those who are struggling, being willing to listen a little more, understand a little more, and support a little more is a practical way of bearing witness to the gospel in everyday life.
III. Truly Great People Are Those Who Serve Humbly
In this passage, Jesus also points out that the scribes and Pharisees like places of honor at banquets, enjoy being greeted in the marketplaces, and like being called teachers. What Jesus is addressing is not merely outward religious practices, but the human desire for status, recognition, and affirmation.
This temptation was not limited to religious leaders in ancient times. Today, we too may care about whether others notice our efforts, affirm our abilities, or give us the position we believe we deserve. At times, we may indeed serve for God, yet when no one thanks us or notices what we have done, we feel disappointed and may even lose the desire to continue.
This reminds us to examine our motives for serving on a regular basis. Are we seeking the approval of people, or are we willingly offering ourselves because we have experienced God's love?
Jesus gives us a very clear answer. He says, "The greatest among you shall be your servant." In God's kingdom, true greatness is not found in occupying the highest position but in being willing to serve humbly. It is not about having more people care for us, but about being willing to care for and support others.
For the church, this is a very important reminder. Whether one is a pastor, elder, deacon, fellowship worker, or a brother or sister who quietly sets up the room, prepares meals, or cares for the sick, every form of service has its value. A position is not meant to prove that someone is more important than others. Rather, it signifies a greater responsibility and an opportunity to learn to have the mind of Christ.
We must also remember that the true head of the church is Jesus Christ. No office, tradition, or human authority can replace Christ's position in the church. When we are willing to set aside self-centeredness, respect one another, and seek God's will together, the church can become a healthier and more loving community.
Humility does not mean thinking less of ourselves or believing that our gifts have no value. True humility is recognizing that everything we have has been received from God. Therefore, we do not need to prove ourselves through comparison, nor do we need to elevate ourselves by putting others down.
When we know that we have already received God's grace, we are free to serve without constantly seeking praise from others. We can also appreciate the gifts of others without feeling threatened when they are recognized and affirmed.
In God's kingdom, service is not about pursuing status, but about becoming a blessing to others through love.
Conclusion: Let the Reformation Begin in Our Lives
Brothers and sisters, the Reformation reminds us that the church must continually return to Scripture and reaffirm the gospel that we believe and proclaim. Yet reform should not stop at discussions of doctrine or the commemoration of historical events. It should enter into our daily lives.
Today's passage gives us three important reminders.
First, do not merely speak the truth; practice the truth. Let our words, attitudes, and actions reflect the life of Christ.
Second, do not add to others' burdens; bring grace to others. When we encounter those who are weak, let us not be quick to criticize, but learn to listen, understand, and support them.
Third, do not seek human praise; serve with humility. Whatever role we may have in the church, we must remember that everything we do is for the glory of God, not for the building of our own reputation.
We are able to live in this way not because we are better than others, but because we have first received God's grace. When we truly understand that we are people who have received grace, we will be more willing to treat others with grace. When we know that we are loved by God, we do not need status or applause to affirm our worth.
May the Reformation that we commemorate be not merely an event in church history, but an ongoing renewal that continues to take place in our hearts each day. May our church become a community that faithfully holds to the truth, willingly shares grace, and humbly serves one another, so that every person who walks into the church may have an opportunity to experience the love of Christ.
True reform is turning our hearts back to God. True greatness is serving others with humility. True grace is first receiving God's love and then sharing that love with all people.
May all glory be given to our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for reminding us through today's message that we are saved by Your grace and are called to live according to Your truth.
Please help us to maintain humble hearts, remain steadfast in our faith in You, and serve those around us with love and compassion. Continue to renew us through Your Word, so that our lives may continually be transformed by You, and by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, may we live in the likeness of Christ.
May the words we speak and the things we do display Your grace and bring glory to Your holy name.
We pray all these things in the holy name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

