Calling on the Lord’s Name求叫主的名
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Today I am very glad that we can worship God together outdoors. We leave the familiar space and come into the nature created by God to worship Him. When we see the sky, trees, sunlight, and feel the goodness of God’s creation, it reminds us: God is not only with us inside the church building; He is the Lord who accompanies us in every place of our daily life. After today’s worship ends, we also have parent‑child games, barbecue, and fellowship time. May today not only be an activity, but a beautiful moment that lets us reconnect, share joy, and encourage one another.

Yesterday was August 8th, Father’s Day. Some people say Father’s Day is the easiest holiday of the whole year to be forgotten. On Mother’s Day, everyone usually prepares flowers, cards, or special celebrations; but when it comes to Father’s Day, sometimes even the fathers themselves forget it. Many fathers give silently in the family yet are not necessarily often seen. Some fathers work hard every day to provide for their family’s needs; some fathers are not very good at saying sweet words, but express love through actions; some fathers still strive to bear responsibility even under the pressures of life. So today, we want to especially say to all the brothers who play the role of father in the family: “Happy Father’s Day!”

Prayer:
Lord, we thank You for giving family, and we also thank You for giving every father who gives within the family. Whether worldly fathers, or the spiritual elders who accompany us in faith, we ask You to add saving wisdom and spiritual life to them. We ask You to protect their physical health, and may You always be with them, sending angels to encamp around them and protect them. We ask You to bless our families and also bless every father. Today, may Your word be in our hearts, becoming the strength and standard of our life. May what our mouths speak and what our hearts think be pleasing before You. We pray in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, Amen.

Romans chapter 10 tells us: “Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
In Matthew chapter 14, when Peter was about to sink on the water’s surface, he also cried out: “Lord, save me!” Putting these two passages together, there is a very important message, which is: the Lord is already in our midst; before we have even called on Him, He is already with us.

We often think that it is we who first search for God, that it is we who first work hard to draw near to Him, and therefore He responds to us. But Scripture lets us see a completely different picture: it is not we who first find God, but He who first searches for us; it is not we who first grasp God’s hand, but He who first reaches out and grasps us.

Peter’s story lets us see how God meets people within the situations of life. Jesus takes the initiative to walk toward the boat and meets the disciples who are full of alarm and doubt. After the wind and waves pass, Jesus remains in the boat, walking together with the disciples. When people feel that they are about to sink, feel that God is very far from them, as long as they call upon Him, they will experience His salvation. God is not waiting in the distance for us to become better before He accepts us. He meets us according to our situation, at the place where we most need Him.

Matthew describes in detail that the disciples struggled in the boat the whole night. They were already very weary and again encountered a strong wind and waves. They tried hard to steer the boat to the other side of the lake, but the wind and waves blocked them. Sometimes we are the same. We work hard, work hard to care for our family, work hard to arrange the future, but life always has some things beyond our control.

We may not encounter wind and waves on the sea like the disciples, but each of us has wind and waves in our life. Some face illness. Some face family problems. Some are anxious about the future of their children. Some face the changes that come with aging. Some, in the deep quiet of the night, ask: “Lord, where are You?” But today’s passage gives us an important hope: the disciples not seeing Jesus does not mean Jesus is not there. The disciples feeling lonely does not mean Jesus has left. When dawn was about to come, Jesus walked toward them.

The key point is not that Jesus walked on the water’s surface, but that Jesus walked toward the disciples who were afraid. When the disciples saw Jesus walking on the sea, they became even more afraid, thinking they saw something frightening. But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take heart; it is I; do not be afraid.” This sentence is the most important message in the entire passage.

Jesus did not first say: “Do not be afraid, because the wind and waves will soon stop.” He also did not say: “Do not be afraid, because your ability is sufficient.” He said: “It is I.” The meaning is: “Do not be afraid, because I am here.”

The peace of Christians is not because life has no wind and waves, but because in the wind and waves, we know that there is a Lord who is with us. Many times, we pray to God, hoping that He will immediately change the environment. We hope sickness will be healed at once, family problems will be resolved at once, difficulties will disappear at once. He does not necessarily immediately take away all the wind and waves, but He promises to accompany us in the wind and waves. He does not necessarily let us have no tears at all, but He wipes away our tears within the tears. He does not necessarily let our life have no cross, but He promises to walk with us on the road of the cross.

Peter heard Jesus’ voice and said: “Lord, if it is You, please command me to come to You on the water.” Jesus said: “Come.” So, Peter got down from the boat and walked on the water to go to Jesus. Peter’s action is an action of faith. Peter was not able to walk on the water because he was very brave. He was able to move forward because his eyes were looking at Jesus. Faith is not pretending there is no difficulty. Faith is not denying reality. Faith is believing, within difficulty, that God is greater than the difficulty.

Today, in each of our lives, there is our own “boat.” Some rely on their own ability. Some rely on their own experience. Some rely on money. Some rely on family. Some rely on their own plan. These things are not wrong in themselves, but if we treat them as the final security of life, we will forget that true safety is in God’s hand.

The story of Peter walking on the water also lets me think of the experience of a child learning to ride a bicycle. When a child first learns to ride a bicycle, the parents usually hold from behind. When my child Aaron learned to ride a bicycle when he was little, his father held him from behind. As he pedaled, he nervously asked, “Are you holding me?” “Are you still here?” His father answered, “Yes, I am here.” He slowly began to have confidence, and the bicycle became steadier and steadier. One day, his father slowly let go, but he did not notice. He continued riding forward and rode very well all the way. But suddenly, he looked back: “Are you still holding me?” In the moment he looked back, his attention left the front, the bicycle began to shake, and finally he fell. After he got up, he was a little angry and said, “Why did you let go? You should have kept holding me!” Actually, the reason the child fell was not because the father was not there, but because he forgot to believe.

Peter was also like this. When Peter looked at Jesus, he was able to move forward. But when he began to look at the wind and waves, look at his own ability, look at the dangerous environment around him, he began to be afraid and began to sink.

Brothers and sisters, our life is also like this. Many times, we are afraid not because we lack God’s presence, but because our eyes have turned away from Jesus.

We look at the chaos of the world, look at our own problems, look at the uncertainty of the future, and slowly we forget that the Lord is still there. Today’s world has many unsettling things. War and conflict make people worried. Economic changes make people anxious. Social instability makes people lose their sense of safety. Many families also face their own wind and waves. But as Christians, we do not deny these problems, but within the problems we remember: Jesus is still in the boat. When Peter began to sink, he did not have time to make a long prayer. He had only one sentence: “Lord, save me!” This is the simplest, and also the most genuine prayer.

At some times in life, we also arrive at the moment where we can only say this one sentence. When the doctor tells us bad news. When the family encounters problems that cannot be resolved. When we do not know what the next step should be.

We may only be able to say to the Lord: “Lord, save me.” Thanks be to God, Jesus hears. Scripture says: “Jesus immediately stretched out His hand and grabbed him.” When Peter was afraid, failed, and was about to sink, He stretched out His hand to save him. This is the gospel.

Scripture tells us: it is not we who first love God, but God who first loves us. It is not we who first find Him, but He who first searches for us. It is not we who grasp His hand, so we are saved; but He who first grasps our hand. Peter was saved not because his faith was very complete, but because Jesus’ love is complete.

The passage finally says: “When they got into the boat, the wind stopped.” Jesus saved Peter, but He did not leave. He returned to the boat together with the disciples. In the dangers of life, He is with us. After the crisis passes, He is still with us. In pain, He is with us. In joy, He also is with us.

Romans chapter 10 says: “Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” It also says: “This word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart.” God is not a distant God. He is not standing in a high place watching us struggle to climb toward Him. He became flesh and came into the human world. He entered human pain. He understands human weakness. He walked into human wind and waves.

Christ did not stand far away on the shore and say to Peter: “You swim over yourself.” He walked on the water’s surface and walked toward Peter. This is the love of God. Sometimes we are also like the disciples, unable to recognize that the Lord is already among us. We are too busy. We are too anxious. We are too focused on our problems, to the point that we cannot see that God is at work.

But today God reminds us: He is closer than we imagine. Before we have even called, He already knows. Before we have even stretched out our hand, He already stretches out His hand. Before we even know that we need salvation, He already prepares salvation.

May we learn throughout our whole life to set our eyes on Jesus. To thank Him in times of peace. To call upon Him in times of difficulty. To rely on Him in times of weakness. Because: “Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” May the Lord bless each of our lives and families, and may He, in all the wind and waves of our life, always be with us. Amen.
