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A Picture That Cannot Be Seen

Today we are going to reflect on one of the most difficult and most shocking passages in the Bible, which is the story of Abraham offering Isaac.

Before beginning, please first imagine a scene. The artist Margaret Adams Parker has a woodcut that depicts the scene of Genesis chapter twenty‑two. In the picture Abraham holds a knife in one hand, and with the other hand gently supports Isaac, who is bound on the altar. What is moving is that Isaac is not terrified or struggling, but is lying quietly, like a child who completely trusts his father. Abraham uses his own clothing as padding on the wood, so that his son’s body would not touch the rough wood.

But the most important part of the picture is not below. It is above. Abraham cannot see it—above their heads, an angel is stretching out both hands, preparing to stop the knife; in an even higher place, the hands of God appear to be embracing the father and son.

Abraham cannot see it. Isaac cannot see it. But God has been there all along. This picture helps us understand what Genesis chapter twenty‑two really wants to say. Because this story is not about cruelty. And it is not about sacrifice. It is about trust. It is a kind of trust that chooses to believe even when reaching the end. It is a kind of trust that, when everything cannot be understood, still does not leave God. It is a kind of complete trust.

The Most Difficult Command to Understand

God actually said to Abraham: “Take your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah. On a mountain that I will show you, offer him there as a burnt offering.” Immediately many questions appear in our hearts. What kind of God would make such a request? Is such a God worthy of trust? If someone today claimed to hear God telling him to kill his child, we would certainly consider that abnormal.

People who discover that God seems to be taking back everything He once gave them. Sometimes we think that after believing in the Lord, life will become smoother and smoother. But reality is not like that.We may all know some devout people who love the Lord, who did not avoid suffering because of their faith.

There was a couple who were seminary‑graduate pastors. They were very devout, very faithful in serving the Lord. Yet one year, their son unexpectedly died during a trip. In less than a year, their only daughter also suddenly died at school.

In less than one year, both children were gone. We would ask: Why? Why them? Why did it happen to people who love the Lord so much? We always hope that suffering has a reasonable explanation. But many times, the deepest pains in life simply have no answer.

Genesis chapter twenty‑two, from beginning to end, does not explain why God did this. God did not explain the reason to Abraham. Did not explain the purpose. Did not provide a theory. He only required Abraham to walk forward.

This is exactly the most difficult part of faith. Because sometimes our greatest pain is not only loss, but not understanding.

No Answer, Yet Continuing to Walk Together

When people experience great pain, denying God is actually a very reasonable reaction. If God exists, why does He allow this to happen? If God loves me, why does He let me lose the person I love the most? If God is in control, why have things become like this?

These questions are all real. The Bible has never forbidden us from asking questions. The Psalms are full of such cries. The book of Job is the same.However, for those who truly know God, although doubting is very reasonable, leaving God is something they cannot do. Because they have walked with God for too long. Because He has already become a part of life. Because denying God is not only giving up a kind of thought, but denying the deepest experiences in one’s life. Abraham was exactly like this. He had already followed God for decades.

Leaving his homeland. Leaving his family. Receiving the promise. Waiting for the birth of his son. The relationship between him and God had already become too deep to separate. Therefore, when he completely did not understand, he still continued to walk forward.

This is faith. Faith is not having all the answers. Faith is continuing to follow even when there are no answers.

Trust, not blind obedience

Many sermons say that Abraham is an example of obedience. But if we stay only at “obedience,” we may misunderstand this passage. Because obedience itself is not the highest value. Obeying good things is a virtue. Obeying evil things can become sin.

Many atrocities in history happened because people blindly obeyed authority. Therefore, the truly great part of Abraham is not that he obeyed commands, but that he trusted God. He believed in the God he knew. Even when the command before him seemed to contradict the promise of the past. God had once said: “Your offspring will come through Isaac.” Yet now Isaac was to die.

This seems completely contradictory. But Abraham believed: even if I do not understand, God is still trustworthy. In other words, he did not believe that this matter was reasonable, but believed that God was reliable. The core of faith has never been understanding, but relationship.

Trust in the darkness

The twentieth‑century Jewish thinker Eliezer Berkovits once raised a shocking question. During the Nazi Holocaust, millions of Jews were sent into concentration camps. He asked: Why did so many people still keep their faith? Why did they still gather to observe the Sabbath? Why did they still circumcise their children? Why did they still pray to God?

Why did they not curse God? Why did they not abandon Him? Berkovits’ answer was: because they were like Abraham. They had a kind of bottomless trust in God.

He imagined Abraham’s three‑day journey toward Mount Moriah. Those three days were like being in hell. Every step was filled with pain. Every step felt like a knife cutting. In Abraham’s heart he might have continually said to God: “I do not understand You. I do not know why You are doing this. You seem to be contradicting Your own promise. Yet, I still believe You.”

This is not faith without questions, but faith that believes even while carrying questions.

Many people think that faith is a kind of certainty; however, the faith described in the Bible is more like a relationship. A husband and wife cannot completely understand each other, but still trust each other; parents cannot explain all of life’s arrangements to young children, but children are still willing to place their hands into their parents’ hands.

Abraham was the same. He did not trust God because he understood God; he trusted because he knew God. Therefore, even when he did not understand, he was still willing to trust.

It turns out that God is also taking a risk

When we read this story, we usually think only about Abraham’s test. But we seldom think about another thing: God is actually also taking a risk.

Genesis tells us from the very beginning that human beings disappointed God again and again. God did not give up on the world. He decided to start again—not by creating another group of people, but by calling one person—Abraham. God entrusted His own promise to him, entrusted to him the hope of all nations being blessed, entrusted the entire future of salvation history to this one person.

This itself is a kind of trust. Yet was Abraham truly completely trustworthy? If we look back at the earlier passages, we find the answer is not so simple. Therefore, the test on Mount Moriah is not only testing Abraham. It is also confirming this relationship.

Trust always comes with risk

The reason trust is precious is because it always comes with risk. Husband and wife need trust. Friends need trust. Parents and children need trust. And every instance of trust may be hurt. Many people have been hurt because they once trusted others. Therefore, they become more and more afraid to trust.But without trust, there is no love. Without trust, there is also no real relationship. Actually, God is the same.

Genesis chapter six says that God saw the evil of human beings and was grieved in His heart. We see that God allows Himself to be hurt. He loves people, therefore He feels pain. He trusts people, therefore He becomes disappointed. God is not a cold, detached bystander. He is a God who truly enters into relationship.

Therefore, building a relationship with the world requires courage. Building a relationship with people requires courage. Trusting God likewise requires courage.

Love is the true source of trust

Then, when life is filled with disappointment and pain, how do we continue to trust God? The answer is love. Because trust does not begin from reason. It begins from relationship.

A child sleeps in a parent’s arms. He does not know how much savings the family has. He does not know whether his parents’ jobs are stable. He does not know what will happen tomorrow. Yet he sleeps very peacefully. Why? Because he knows he is loved. Love produces trust. Trust sustains relationship.

Jesus Gives the True Answer to Mount Moriah

The Bible often uses the father–son relationship to describe the relationship between God and people. And the most perfect example is the Heavenly Father and Jesus. Jesus completely trusted the Father. Even when walking toward the cross. Even when facing death. He still said: “Father, into Your hands I commit my spirit.”

The resurrection of Jesus proved one thing: a person who completely trusts in God will not be cast away by God. Even when passing through death, he is still in His hand. When Abraham lifted the knife, the angel stopped him. Isaac did not die. God prepared a ram to take his place.

Thousands of years later, in the same mountain region, God Himself gave His only beloved Son to the world. In those days, Abraham did not truly lose his son. But the Heavenly Father truly let Jesus walk the road to the cross.

God is not a God who demands others to suffer. He is the God who personally enters suffering. He does not watch from a distance. He personally bears it. He knows the pain of loss. He knows the weight of tears. He knows the darkness of death. Therefore, when we walk our own Mount Moriah in life, we are not alone. God has already walked it first.

Even when unseen, God is still there

Returning to the picture at the beginning. Abraham could not see the angel. Isaac could not see the angel. They saw only the knife. Only the altar. Only the wood. Only the crisis in front of them.But God’s hand was already there. Many times our lives are the same. We see sickness. We see unemployment. We see death. We see broken relationships. We see experiences we cannot understand. Yet we do not see that God is working.

However, Genesis chapter twenty‑two tells us: even when unseen, God is still there. Even when not understood, God is still trustworthy. Even when walking through the valley of darkness, God still has not left. Faith is not a guarantee there will be no pain. Faith is not a guarantee that everything has an answer.

Faith is, when there is no answer, still placing ourselves in God’s hand. Complete trust. Not because we understand everything, but because we know the God who holds everything.May we, on every Mount Moriah in our lives, be able to say like Abraham: “Lord, I do not completely understand You.” “I do not know what You are doing.” “I also do not know what the road ahead is like.” “But I know You.” “Therefore, I still trust You.”

Because His love never changes. His hand never loosens. His promise never fails. And He will never give up those who belong to Him. Amen.
 
