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Through the Gospels, we see the footprints Jesus left in the world. His footprints did not disappear when He left this world. Over two thousand years, His disciples, generation after generation, have continued to follow in His steps. The Gospels are not merely “stories of the past,” but a story that continues to this day and is still unfolding.

From Palm Sunday, through Holy Week, to Easter, this whole journey confirms an important saying: “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it produces many seeds.”

Last week, we reflected on the story of Thomas. Thomas was not a weak person, but an honest one. Honest doubt leads to honest faith. May we also have such courage in our journey of faith—not pretending to have no questions, but being willing to come before the Lord even in the midst of our questions. Today’s passage continues the same theme: through the risen Jesus, we learn the lessons of faith.

Prayer

Lord, we believe, but our faith is insufficient—please help us. Lead us step by step toward a mature faith. At this moment, open our eyes so that we may see the truths hidden in ordinary life; open our ears so that amid busyness and noise we may still hear Your small yet real voice; and open our hearts so that we may recognize You in daily life—in the sharing of food, in time with friends, in quiet moments alone—so that we may see Your ever-present presence. Especially during the Easter season, let us not only know about the resurrection, but truly “encounter” the risen Lord Jesus. We pray in the Lord’s name, Amen.

In New York there is a writer who is also a pastor, Frederick Buechner. He has written more than thirty books and received many important literary awards. In one of his books, The Magnificent Defeat, he says something profound and worth regular  reflection: “Sacred moments, miraculous moments, often appear in the most ordinary days.”

He says that if we only look with our eyes and listen with our ears, what we see is often just a landscape, a stranger, and an ordinary meal. But if we look with our hearts, experience with our whole lives, and even with a bit of imagination, we may see Jesus Himself in those seemingly ordinary moments.

In fact, most of our lives are ordinary. Each day we live very normal lives: working, eating, talking, being with family. Yet in these seemingly plain days, there are sometimes special moments—perhaps a sunset, a moving piece of music, a gentle hand on your shoulder, a child’s laughter, or a simple yet warm meal. In such moments, we may suddenly feel, “Something is different.”

Even in Communion, such ordinary bread and cup allow us to touch the One who gave His life for us and rose again for us.

Today’s passage is such a story. On the afternoon of the day Jesus rose, two disciples were walking on the road to a village called Emmaus. One was named Cleopas; the other is not named in Scripture. This is interesting—perhaps the unnamed one is you or me. These two had followed Jesus. They had heard Him teach and seen Him heal the sick and cast out demons.

They once believed that Jesus was the Messiah anointed by God. They expected Him to lead the people out from Roman oppression. But when Jesus was crucified, their hope was crucified as well. All Jerusalem was talking about it: “This man did not become king; instead, He was crucified.” That morning, some women said He had risen, and Peter ran to see the tomb. But most people remained uncertain, confused, and afraid. If you had been there, what would you have thought?

These two disciples were in that state—disappointed, sorrowful, confused. As they walked, they talked about what had happened. They were simply taking a walk, trying to process their emotions. Isn’t this like us? When we face setbacks, we also need space and time.

The Emmaus story is special because it is very “ordinary.” There are no grand scenes, no display of miracles, no crowds. Just two people, a road, and a conversation—like everyday life. On this ordinary road, a stranger joins them. Strangely, they do not recognize Him as Jesus. They even ask Him, “Are you the only one who does not know what has happened?”

Jesus does not reveal Himself immediately. Instead, He walks with them and listens. This is important: the Lord first “accompanies,” then “reveals.” In the evening, they invite the stranger to stay—a simple act of hospitality. At the moment of the meal, when the bread is broken, they recognize Him. The action is so familiar that it reminds them of the Last Supper. In that moment of “sharing,” they encounter the risen Lord.

It is worth noting that they already “knew” many things about Jesus: that He was crucified and that He had risen. Yet their hearts were not changed—no passion, no courage, no action. This resembles our faith today. We know much: creeds, that Jesus died and rose and ascended. But often faith stays in the mind and does not enter life.

A pastor, Craig Barnes, once said: the real question of faith is not “Do you believe in the resurrection?” but “Have you encountered the risen Lord?” He also reminds us that it is often in the darkest and most desperate places that we truly see the resurrection.

These two disciples do not meet Jesus in the temple or in a gathering, but while walking, talking, and eating. This reminds us that faith is not built by accumulating knowledge, nor does it exist only in church. Faith is God’s grace; He reveals Himself to us.

When we live attentively, we may meet the Lord in the most ordinary places. After recognizing Jesus, they face an important choice: whether to believe this new reality. Their decision is to turn back. They immediately return to Jerusalem, to the community of disciples, to share their experience. They no longer hide, but begin to live with a new life.

The resurrection changes their understanding of reality. The focus is no longer “How did the resurrection happen?” but “How do I view the world through resurrection faith?” What is this new reality? Love overcomes death. Love is more powerful than anything.

So the question is: how shall we live? This is a fundamental and important question, one we all must decide. We live in a world full of challenges—war, conflict, injustice, and structural evil that often make us feel powerless, frustrated, even despairing. Sometimes we ask, “Will anything really change?” But resurrection faith tells us that the power of love is greater than death. Therefore, we continue to pray, reflect, and act, hoping for a more just, peaceful, and safe world.

The Emmaus story also reminds us of something crucial: the disciples did just one thing—welcomed a stranger. That is all. The rest is the work of the Holy Spirit.

This is very important for the church. We have an hour of worship each week, which is important. But even more important is life after the service.

Drinking tea, eating, talking, caring for one another, Sunday school, fellowship, visits, prayer, even family life and workplace interactions—all of these are part of faith. In these places, we meet the risen Lord.

This story is also a story of healing. In loss, hope is seen again. Nothing is more ordinary than a meal, yet God often comes to us in such ordinary moments.

Our lives are built from daily, ordinary routines. This includes moments that make us sad, lost, or broken. Yet in certain moments—when love overcomes death, when the risen Lord appears to us—that moment is both ordinary and great.

Finally, a story: a seminary professor shared that when he first began ministry, he officiated a very difficult funeral. The family was tense, full of conflict, emotionally complex, and the arrangements chaotic. The whole process was exhausting and discouraging. But at the end, a 12-year-old girl stood and played a horn. Sunlight shone on her instrument as she earnestly played the hymn: “Because He lives… I know He holds tomorrow… life is worth the living just because He lives.” The music spread through the still air and entered every grieving heart. In that moment, the ordinary became sacred. In the most unlikely place, the risen Lord appeared.

Brothers and sisters, most of our lives are ordinary. But when love overcomes death, when we meet the Lord in the ordinary, that moment is a moment of resurrection.

If today’s message of “The Ordinary Road” stirs a response in your heart—a desire to truly encounter the risen Lord in daily life, not merely to “know” but to enter this story of faith—we sincerely invite you to baptism. This is not merely a form, but a spiritual turning and a public confession: leaving a life of relying on yourself, entering a walk with the Lord, letting Christ’s death and resurrection become your life story, and meeting Him in daily life.

At the same time, if you have already been baptized and have experienced walking with the Lord in this community, we invite you to consider transferring your membership to join the church. Faith is not a solitary journey, but one of mutual companionship, renewal, and sending within a community. Joining the church is a declaration of belonging: committing to this body, growing with brothers and sisters, and living out the presence and love of the risen Lord in ordinary life.
