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Today is January 4, the beginning of the new year 2026. But if viewed according to the church calendar, the new year actually began six weeks ago, on the first Sunday of Advent. Today, what we are celebrating is Epiphany.

If you are not yet very familiar with the church calendar, the word “Epiphany” is actually a term we use in everyday life. Americans will often blurt out, “Ah! Epiphany!”—meaning that when you hear a certain sentence or see a certain situation, you suddenly understand. Epiphany is a moment of realization, an instant of revelation, an experience of insight—things that were originally vague, confused, and unclear suddenly become clear and transparent.

This Epiphany Sunday also happens to fall at another moment of “new beginnings.” Friends will ask one another, “What is your New Year’s resolution this year?” In the following weeks, gyms suddenly become crowded, and many people long to become better, to improve themselves, and finally make up their minds to make some kind of change.

It seems that we have all received various kinds of invitations to “seek.” And today, we allow the wisdom of the Magi from the East to accompany us as we move toward the year 2026—this is a journey of seeking within faith.

Prayer: Lord, you once promised us: “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.” We ask that you enlighten us through the Holy Spirit, so that the words we read, when they encounter the grace, love, and peace of Jesus Christ, may become living words in our hearts and lives. Amen.

The story of the Magi from the East is a passage of Scripture very familiar to us, and it is also a story full of wonder and mystery. These Magi had long observed the movements of the stars in the sky, until one day they noticed a star that was different from the others. For reasons unknown, they knew that this star pointed to a child—signifying that the “King of the Jews” had been born.

So they decided to set out on a journey to seek this child, to pay him homage, and to present gifts. Even though they did not even know his name, they traveled all the way and arrived in Jerusalem.

Upon arriving in Jerusalem, they went straight to King Herod—the ruler who called himself the “King of the Jews”—and asked him, “Where is the King of the Jews?” Wait—did they actually ask King Herod for directions to find another “King of the Jews”? And we still call these people wise men?

To Herod, this question was no different from someone trying to take away his crown. A child of humble origin, from an unknown family, threatening his throne—this filled him with deep fear.

So Herod summoned scholars who were familiar with the Scriptures to direct the Magi: “The Messiah is to be born in Bethlehem; go there and look for him.” Then this shrewd political figure said to the Magi, “After you find him, come back and tell me, so that I too may go and pay him homage.” 

The Magi set out again, continuing to follow the star that had guided them along the way. When the star stopped above the place where the child was, they were filled with joy and entered the house.

In our imagination of the manger, we often see the Magi and the shepherds surrounding the infant Jesus at the same time; but in reality, when the Magi arrived, Jesus was most likely already a young child. Matthew hints at this, because Herod ordered the killing of boys two years old and under based on the time given by the Magi.

Imagining that star as an ancient GPS guiding the way in the sky is not difficult; but for me, it is harder to imagine the encounter between the Magi and the toddler Jesus. As the mother of a two-year-old child, I try to imagine that scene: the Magi knock on the door and walk into the living room, and Jesus may be standing there, tightly holding on to Mary’s leg.

The Magi are filled with joy and humility. They have traveled such a long distance, paid such a great cost, and finally arrived here. Joseph may not even have had time to close the door before they had already fallen to the ground, showing reverence to this small child.

Can you imagine Jesus shyly or nervously looking up at Mary and asking, “Mom, what are they doing?” Then the Magi brought out gifts—not building blocks, not clay, and not a toy boat, but gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Clearly knowing that they were seeking a child, yet bringing such gifts? Wise men? Really?

Can you imagine Mary’s reaction? Perhaps her tone is a bit halting, carrying gratitude and caution—the voice of a parent trying to remain polite while explaining something they themselves cannot quite explain to their child: “Um… Jesus, these gifts are really very special. Hurry and say thank you to the Magi.” Then adding another sentence: “You can look, but don’t touch, because they really are very special.”

God often speaks to us through strangers. So what lessons can we learn from these ancient sages from the East? 

Among us, some people are considering improving themselves in the new year through resolutions or setting goals; but there are also some who are not sure how they will make it through 2026.

Some are asking in their hearts:
“Seasonal work has ended—how am I going to pay the rent next?”
“Is my health really better than last year?”
“What should I do if insurance doesn’t cover this treatment?”
“The one I love has already gone—how am I supposed to keep going?”

For others, this may be a period in which, in order to survive, new habits must be formed and self-discipline practiced. People can be bound by all kinds of things—by work, by food, by possessions, by addictions; and Christ is the one who sets people free.

This kind of seeking may require seeking help outwardly; it may also mean a period of inward exploration and focused attention on oneself—that is important and necessary.

Have you ever, like these sages, felt that you were walking on an unfamiliar journey? Perhaps you are in a desolate desert wilderness?

Do you know what it feels like to seek God—to seek with the heart, with the mind, and with the soul? Have you ever wondered how much farther you must go—whether God is actually far from you, or in fact already close at hand?

At times, the storms of life sweep in like violent winds in the desert. You may feel that no matter how much you look up to the sky, you still do not know how to truly grasp God; you may even doubt whether God truly exists, and whether he is also seeking you.

The seekers in our story are not seeking self-improvement, nor are they seeking to make up for unfinished goals from the past. The only truly self-centered person in the story is Herod; all he cared about was how to ensure that he still held power.

The Christ whom the Magi sought was not for their own sake, but for a purpose beyond themselves: to see Christ revealed and to give glory to him.

On this Epiphany Sunday, which is also the beginning of a new year, the Magi from the East extend to us a different kind of invitation: to seek Epiphany, to seek the Christ who is revealed, and to turn our gaze beyond ourselves.

For the Magi, seeking meant following a star to find the child; but on a deeper level, what they were doing was paying close attention and then actually going.

The journey of the Magi recorded in the Gospel of Matthew, this posture of “seeking,” subtly depicts the primary driving force of spiritual life. I hope this can become a reminder for us on our journey through 2026:

1. Many people’s spiritual lives never begin because they do not pay attention or take notice. 
The Magi gazed at the night sky with great attentiveness, seeking signs of God’s will, reminding us of the importance of “watchfulness” in spiritual life. We must open our eyes and see what God is doing.

2. After seeing, we must act. 
When the Magi saw the star, they immediately set out on the journey, even though the road was long and full of danger. Sometimes we clearly know what God wants us to do, yet we delay because of fear, laziness, or bad habits. The Magi remind us not to miss the opportune moment.

3. Those walking on God’s path will inevitably encounter resistance. 
We live in a sinful, fallen world, where forces that oppose God’s will always exist. The Magi refused to cooperate with Herod’s scheme.

4. When encountering Christ, offer the best. 
Arriving in Bethlehem, they found the child and presented precious gifts. When we come before Christ, we are also invited to open up the best parts of our lives and offer them.

5. Finally, we are called to be willing to change and to walk a different road. 
The Magi were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, and to “return to their own country by another way.” Because no one who has encountered Christ can return by the same road. We too are called to be willing to change and to walk a different road on the way back.

When I try hard to imagine this final scene, I still find it difficult to comprehend—that the Magi from the East would bow down before a two-year-old child; that Christ would be revealed in such a small and fragile life.

If we miss the revealed Christ, if we seek but do not find, perhaps it is not because he did not appear, but because we paid attention to the wrong people and were present in the wrong places.

So where should we begin to look? The entire Christmas story has actually already given us clues. The earliest people to know that the Messiah was coming and to proclaim that he would surely be born were not King Herod, not presidents, professors, or pastors, but Mary—a young woman who was unmarried and pregnant, and her cousin Elizabeth—a pregnant woman whom the community considered long past marriageable age.

The angels did not announce the good news through the media, but proclaimed it to a group of nomadic shepherds who were isolated from society and had no social connections—a group of people without a home. Jesus was not born in a bustling central location, nor in a capital city, in a place with wealth, education, and progress, but in the small town of Bethlehem, which had only one inn.

When Jerusalem finally heard the news of Jesus’ birth, it was already two years later; and the ones who told them first were foreigners with accents and unusual clothing. Jerusalem’s own scholars and experts in the law—they did not notice at all.

We too may miss seeing Christ, because we assume that revelation only happens here—in Sunday worship. Of course, Christ truly does appear in praise, preaching, communion, and the sharing of peace; but the purpose of these practices is to help us see Christ outside the church.

We share a meal with a group of people who seem “completely unrelated,” only then do we suddenly realize what we are doing and receiving communion in worship are actually the same thing. You cannot see stars indoors; and the Magi did not meet Jesus in the temple, but in the house where he was living.
