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Prayer for Illumination 
God of all mercy, your Son proclaimed good news to the poor, release to the captives, and freedom to the oppressed: as your word is proclaimed, anoint us with your Holy Spirit and set all your people free to praise you in Christ our Lord. Amen.

The term “scapegoat” is used to describe people who are wrongly accused; they have done nothing wrong. The image of the Lamb of God comes from the Old Testament, with its background in the Jewish Passover. We invite everyone to reflect on what it really means that John the Baptist called Jesus “the Lamb of God.”
· The Passover Background
Passover commemorates the final plague God brought down in the Book of Exodus: in every household that did not smear lamb’s blood on the doorposts, the firstborn died; those with blood applied were spared. The lamb’s blood brought deliverance.
· Jesus as the Passover Lamb/A Sacrifice Once and for All
John the Baptist likened Jesus to “the Passover lamb,” meaning that Jesus, like a slaughtered lamb, sacrifices himself for others, using his own blood to save people from sin and judgment.

In the Old Testament, the people had to continually offer sacrifices, reminding them that forgiveness of sin requires the shedding of blood. But Jesus Christ is different: by offering himself once on the cross, he accomplished redemption with lasting effectiveness, needing no repetition.

We believe that Jesus’ sacrifice is fully sufficient to forgive human sin. People cannot offset sin by doing good deeds, nor can they save themselves; they can only rely on Jesus.

When John the Baptist saw Jesus, he said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” He did not introduce Jesus’ miracles, power, or teaching, but instead spoke these words. Many Christians do not understand the meaning of this statement; they think it has to do with Jesus’ gentleness or innocence. But here John directs our focus to Jesus’ identity—and to the gospel he accomplished for us on the cross.

John the Baptist clearly states that Jesus came into the world not to conform to the world, but to change it; not to accommodate sin, but to remove sin—not just the sin of some people, but the sin of the whole world.
· A Proclamation and a Call
This is not a gentle title, but a shocking, weighty proclamation. It is not only a proclamation, but also a call, for in the following passage, Jesus calls the disciples, saying, “Follow me.”

Throughout the ages, many saints have heard this call and followed Jesus. They long to become more and more like Jesus, learning the life pattern of the Lamb. In a world full of power, violence, and self-centeredness, they live out a witness of gentleness, sacrifice, and love. They know that being a disciple is not only believing in Jesus, but being sent. 
· A Contemporary Witness: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Today is the commemoration day of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. He became a prophet of his time not because he had no fear, but because, in the midst of fear, he still chose to speak truthfully for the truth. Jesus’ disciples are called to live a kind of life that does not belong to this world. 

And today, John the Baptist’s proclamation still echoes in our ears: “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” This statement is not only about who Jesus is, but also about who we are and who we are to become. For if we follow the Lamb, then we cannot live like the world.

Jesus’ disciples are called to live a life that does not belong to this world: choosing love amid hatred, choosing peace amid violence, choosing truth amid injustice.We must receive new life in this world; we are not living in a “world of the Lamb,” but in a world filled with sin.
· Living in a World of Lions
We live in a world where sin and injustice roar like lions, sweeping through communities. We live in an age in which sin shows no mercy. Every day we see how sin, harm, wrongdoing, and domination destroy our families and communities.

In today’s world of advanced technology and medicine, countless people still have no medical coverage; in wealthy lands, finding stable work seems increasingly difficult; refusing to provide medical assistance to the poor, refusing to provide safety nets for families who have lost their economic support.

We live in a time when “the least most insignificant people” have been given a new, distorted definition—policies that say: giving them the bare minimum of benefits is enough.

We live in an age where sin is so widespread that, when we face the poor and the marginalized, the worst thing is not refusing to help them, but more cruelly, ignoring their existence and their humanity. In our main public or private discourse, their voices are almost never heard. And often… my brothers and sisters… even in the church, they are not heard.
· How Does the Lamb Enter a World of Lions?
Yet the one we follow entered this world of lions in the form of a lamb, to dismantle the power of sin and open a path for transformation, renewal, and redemption.

Some will surely say, “This is absurd! How could a lamb possibly overcome lions in a world of lions? How can a lamb stand firm in a world that devours the weak? This is not a place where the love of the lamb belongs.”

How can a sacrificial lamb resist powers that believe only in self-preservation? They will only be devoured alive. But we can see the cloud-like witnesses of King and some brothers and sisters among us—like lambs, doing exactly what Jesus did.

They laid down their lives, walking in the power of love (agape), truth, and nonviolence. Even when they were sometimes killed, even when they seemed defeated by immovable powers and overwhelming realities, God still wondrously used them as vessels of the Holy Spirit, proving, just as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said: “Unearned suffering has redemptive power.”

Does this work? Have you witnessed the Lamb?

When the disciples encountered the Lamb named Jesus. They laid down their lives and careers, set aside privilege, and acted in faith. Some responded to the call without hesitation and devoted themselves to building the kingdom of God. Those who follow the Lamb of God long to become more and more and more like Jesus. 

Lambs are needed. To save souls. Willing to sacrifice their own comfort and safety to redeem the soul of a nation. Lambs who are not afraid of the lions’ roar are needed; lambs who believe that even lions can be forgiven and transformed; lambs who believe that love, truth, and sacrifice are powerful spiritual virtues, stronger than hatred and evil that destroy the human heart.

I ask again: does this work? Yes, it works!

The song and hope sung by the lambs—“We Shall Overcome”—became a melody of faith and liberation, from Wild Lily to Sunflower, to Tiananmen Square in Beijing, to Hong Kong’s Umbrellas? And then to Johannesburg, South Africa, and the named and unnamed heroes who stood up on this land of the United States.

Many “rose” through sacrifice, becoming models of faith and love. His life continues to be lifted up as a legend of service and love. He now sits at the Lamb’s banquet with all the saints, cheering us on and calling us to hold fast to the faith.
· The Disciples’ Response: Laying Down Our Lives
Jesus, as the Lamb, taking away the sin of the world, is truly wondrous. He calls us to follow him—not to be devoured by lions, but to join the largest nonviolent army in the world: the disciples of Christ, those who have witnessed firsthand that when we give ourselves to God, God’s power transforms lives.
· Lambs Are Still Needed Today
Today, lambs are still needed. Sin still lurks, roars, and rages among us; injustice and wrongdoing still lie in wait in the shadows, seeking the weak and “the least” to devour.

Ultimately, not only institutionally but personally as well, we all long for forgiveness of sins. We all want our sins to be taken away, and only Jesus Christ can do this.

Temptation and sin are difficult to bear and can even consume us. At times, we clearly know that the opportunity to sin is right before us, and we know we must resist temptation, but it is truly very hard. We do not want to repeat past mistakes, to fall again into the trap of sin. We want to resist! We want to fight back! We must struggle! But this is destined to be a battle.

Although the Gospel of John does not record these events in detail, the other Gospels supplement the background, allowing us to see several important stages of Jesus’ life.

First, Jesus was baptized. John the Baptist testified that when Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit descended upon him. Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, where he was tempted by the devil for forty days.

During this time, ⋯⋯The next day, Jesus appeared before John the Baptist. One can imagine that Jesus had long heard John’s repeated preaching of repentance. …and returned again to continue listening to his message.

It was in this context that John the Baptist proclaimed in verse 29: “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”
· Returning to the Original Proclamation
It is worth noting that after Jesus had just finished facing the devil’s temptation, the first thing he did was to return to John the Baptist to hear the message.  This clearly shows that continually listening to God’s word is an important way to overcome temptation and sin. Jesus’ actions are the strongest example for us.

This is quite thought-provoking, because people often hold a stereotype about Christians, believing that going to church to hear sermons is meant to appear more spiritual or superior to others.

But the truth is exactly the opposite. Christians go to church to listen to God’s word because we know we are not better than anyone else. In fact, we know our own hearts well! Precisely for this reason, he knows he needs to be cleansed again and again by the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Christians should go to church, because they deeply recognize their own sin, and their urgent need for forgiveness and grace. They go to church because we need to hear: “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”

Prayer: Loving God, please remind us through the Holy Spirit: lambs still need to be raised up. Those who believe in the lamb of God by faith, knowing there is another way, a better way; those who know that through faith we can face sin and face power; those willing to become God’s sacrificial lambs, daily in his spirit, becoming more and more and more like Jesus. Amen.



