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Today is the second Sunday of Advent. We have lit the Candle of Peace. Peace has always been one of the most important themes in Advent. The passage we just read from Isaiah chapter 11 is like a beautiful picture of the coming of God’s kingdom:

The lion and the lamb stand together, The ox and the bear eat grass side by side, Even the most fragile child can play by the hole of a poisonous snake, yet still remain safe and unharmed.

Isaiah tells us: “A little child shall lead them.” (11:6) This sentence completely overturns the logic of the world. Our culture thinks that leaders must be strong, capable, wise, and powerful; but in the kingdom of God, the sign of leadership is a child—a soft, fragile child who appears most easily hurt. Not military power, not wealth, not authority, but this gentleness, fragility, and sincerity that leads the beginning of God’s new world.

Prayer:
Lord, wisdom who descends from on high, you rule over all things with great power. We ask You to reveal to us the way to know the truth, to guide us to walk in the light, without losing our way and without fear.
Lord, our hearts rejoice, for You are Immanuel, God with us. May You come according to Your promise to Your people—come to Israel and come to every one of us who seeks You.
Lord, in this season of Advent, we wait for You. We ask You to enter us, to lead us, so that we may receive the truth You desire to teach us today. In the Lord’s name we pray, Amen.

A story of a little boy from South Africa: Nkosi — a small and weak child who became a leader
I would like to share with you a true story. In 1989, a boy named Nkosi Johnson was born in a township near Johannesburg, South Africa. He never had the chance to know his biological parents, because he was born carrying HIV. His birth mother became weak from illness and could not care for him, and he was finally adopted by a public health worker named Gail Johnson.

In 1997, when Nkosi applied for admission to elementary school, the school refused to let him attend because he had AIDS. This matter became national news at the time and also ignited political controversy. Because the South African constitution prohibits discrimination, the school later changed its decision under public and legal pressure. The then–president of South Africa, Mandela, called this child “a representative of all who struggle to survive.”

Later, Nkosi and his adoptive mother established Nkosi’s Haven, a place dedicated to sheltering mothers and children with AIDS. He passed away in 2001, and was one of the longest-living children infected with HIV at birth at that time. In 2005, people awarded him the International Children’s Peace Prize posthumously.

When he was eleven, he gave a speech at the World AIDS Conference. At a time when South Africa still did not dare to openly speak about AIDS, he stood on the stage and encouraged all victims to bravely seek justice.

The final words he spoke still deeply move people today: “Please care for us, accept us, we are also human. We are very normal. We have hands, we have feet, we can walk, we can speak; we are the same as every one of you. Do not fear us, we are the same.” A child with AIDS became a leader of many.

If the world were willing to be led by children

Brothers and sisters, if we are willing to let children lead, the world might become completely different. A child’s world is full of laughter, curiosity, strong winds, and games of hide-and-seek. Children remind us that simplicity is beautiful, and honesty is important.

But children also represent fragility. Their lives are easily harmed, they have no social status, and are often overlooked. We often see photos of missing children on supermarket bulletin boards. Each child who is lost means the world loses a piece of purity, a piece of light, a piece of curiosity, a piece of gentleness.

The children's rights leader Marian Wright Edelman once prayed: “ Lord, we put children in fragile, life-ring-less boats, and yet push them into the sea.” God asks us: Have you ever been children? Do you still remember that you were once small and weak?

“A child shall lead them”: This is God’s way

Advent reminds us that God uses a child to lead the world. He often chooses the smallest one, the overlooked one, and makes them the center of His plan.

A tender shoot from a stump: God creates a new world from what is small

In the time of Isaiah, the Davidic kingdom was destroyed by the Assyrian Empire, leaving only a cut-down stump. In human eyes, the house of David seemed dried up and hopeless. But the prophet said: beside that stump, a tender shoot will sprout.
This shoot is very small, easy to overlook—not a flourishing branch, not a great green oak—but it is the sign of God’s salvation. The Spirit of the Lord will rest upon him: wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, and the fear of the LORD.
God does not need a grand plan, only a small life willing to obey, willing to be filled with the Holy Spirit. It is this tender shoot, this child, that becomes the beginning of messianic hope.

Smallness is not weakness, but God’s way

A single tender shoot, a child with AIDS — both so small, yet God often creates new life in places where there seems to be no hope.
In history, when the people were at their weakest and most powerless, that was often when God raised up His Spirit. Like a green leaf breaking through cracked cement, like new shoots growing from dry soil after winter — God’s hope always begins where it is least expected.
Therefore, we cannot boast in our own ability, but only praise the power of God. For the one called Messiah is a king willing to be wounded — fragile, yet full of power.

The modern world needs the message of children more than ever
Today hostility between people is stronger than before; walls are built higher, defenses increased, weapons prepared — everyone is ready to fight. But more than any era, we need Nkosi’s words: “We are all human. Do not fear us. We are the same.”

Isaiah’s prophecy is a shocking vision of peace:
· 
· The cow and the bear eat together,
· A child leads a lion,
· A nursing infant plays by the hole of a viper,
· No harm, no fear,
· The earth is filled with the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.


The kingdom of God begins like this: with an infant, a vulnerable king.

Vulnerability is the calling of God’s people
In the kingdom of God, strength is not built upon violence, but upon love that chooses to be vulnerable, that chooses to bear wounds.
When the Holy Spirit works within a community, we discover:
· 
· We feel safe.
· We no longer need to arm ourselves.
· We begin to trust.
· We begin to be gentle with one another.
· We begin to love more deeply.


Peace is not naïveté, but courage; vulnerability is not cowardice, but a choice. It is a new creation, a new community, a new kind of relationship.

Advent reminds us: God became a child and came into the world — and a child is the one most easily hurt.
Philippians chapter 2 says: He was in the form of God, yet did not consider equality with God something to be grasped; instead he emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in human likeness; and humbled himself, becoming obedient to the point of death — even death on a cross.

Jesus Christ is our wounded God. God’s revelation in Christ is one who is willing to bear injury, willing to take risks, and to open himself.
He knew he would be rejected, he knew people might not be willing to follow him, yet he still chose to become vulnerable, in order that we might have peace. Through his wounded body and his blood, we see:
· Vulnerability is not a flaw, but a strength. 
· Being wounded is not failure, but the beginning of healing. 
· God’s salvation begins from what is small.

The bulletin in your hands — two years ago we began this new design, and next year there will be a new theme. Perhaps you still may not fully understand the meaning of the tree stump. At the end of Isaiah chapter 10, the prophet foretells that God will cut down all the trees; this is the very reason why the stump exists.

This is not a pleasant scene — the stump seems already gone, life and hope both destroyed. The stump in Isaiah 11:1 is the result of the Almighty’s plan of complete cutting-down, but the prophet “desperately wants our attention,” giving both warning and hope, because “a shoot shall come out from the stump.”

At that time Israel’s political situation was chaotic. Yet in the midst of such despair, when the future was dim, the prophet Isaiah promised that God would send a leader — one who would practice justice and show mercy to the most vulnerable in society. The weak, the unarmed, and the innocent would receive protection and care. Isaiah urged the people to remember that they were God’s people, reminding them that their strength and life came from goodness, not from greed.

These promises are astonishing — even hard to believe: the familiar law of survival of the fittest would be changed, moving toward gentleness and peace — not ordinary peace, but true shalom.

we truly could expect a “purified” world —a world that is “safe for the vulnerable.”

This brings to mind Jesus. He did not spend his energy on the armies of the Roman Empire, but instead turned his attention to the sick, the marginalized, and the broken, and used his power for them.

Conclusion: “May there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.”
Brothers and sisters, this is an Advent of willingness to be wounded, because God himself chose to come among us in the form of a vulnerable child.

When we are willing to follow this king — vulnerable yet full of love — we also become wounded ones who bring healing. May our prayer be: “Lord, may there be peace on earth, and may it begin with me.”

May God help us, in this Advent season, to enter into His heavenly vision — a kingdom of peace led by a child. May we be willing to be vulnerable, willing to be open, willing to love. For we know what is small and weak shall surely overcome. Amen.

