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This passage portrays God’s promise of renewing creation—in the new heaven and new earth, there will no longer be pain or loss, but only joy, peace, and abundant life. In this new creation, humanity, just as the title says, lives ‘between heaven and earth’: dwelling on the earth while also sharing in the hope of heaven.

Prayer for illumination 
Almighty God, Jesus said, “Blessed are those who hear the word of God and obey it!” Open our hearts and minds to the reading and hearing of your holy Word today, that we may be doers of the Word, and not hearers only. We pray in the name of Jesus, the Word made flesh. Amen.

Today, I want to share with everyone the deeper theological challenges we face in our church’s community service work.

As usual, in November and December, we typically go—with EM as the main group—to downtown Atlanta to serve the homeless. They live on the margins of society—overlooked by city planning and seen by others as dangerous or troublesome.

For them, what is “salvation”? Is it a hot meal, a piece of clothing, a temporary shelter? Or is it something that requires a deeper change—a change in how society sees them, allowing them to be seen again, respected again?

In the process of serving them, I’ve learned that salvation is not only about giving, but also about walking alongside—letting them know that they are still loved and cared for by God.

More than three years ago we began ministries like the Good Neighbor senior group—the Elderly Fellowship and similar services. In serving them, I face a different kind of challenge. These seniors, for the most part, are aging physically and mentally; their lives are simple, and some feel forgotten by society. For them, what is “salvation”? It is companionship and listening, encouraging them to revisit the value of their lives, bringing warmth and dignity into their loneliness. In them, I see a profound faith—even as life moves toward dusk, they still count the Lord’s blessings with grateful hearts.

Last year, we began welcoming a group of children brought by Terresa for after-school tutoring. This ministry opened new opportunities and new directions in children’s work. Many of these kids come from immigrant families; their parents work hard, and language and culture create barriers. Among them, many have never heard the gospel and find everything about the church new and unfamiliar.

For them, what is “salvation”? Perhaps it is a safe place; a teacher willing to listen to them; an experience in which they feel loved and accepted. In these innocent smiles, I see the original power of the gospel—not merely the proclamation of words, but the concrete expression of love.

Whether it is the homeless on the margins of the city, the elderly forgotten by society, or the children who have just arrived on this land, they all remind us that salvation is not a distant theological concept, but a grace that happens every day.

God’s salvation is not only for us to hear His word, but for us to live out His word. When we feed the hungry, accompany the lonely, and teach the next generation, we are bearing witness to the Lord who became flesh and dwelt among us.

Should we strive to bring change and blessing to the community? Does its value exist only in “changing the present situation,” or at the heart of this community, is there still some hidden “elixir of life” that can become the center of many renewing actions and the rebuilding of hope, allowing new life to sprout from there? How do we find the balance that aligns with God’s heart?

Engaging in the community is because I want to experience people’s sorrow and struggles together with them; to seek beauty and abundance in places where others see only hopelessness and lack.

When the prophets of the Old Testament spoke of engaging with society, they usually took two different approaches.

The first approach—most clearly seen in the Book of Zechariah—is the hope for political restoration: for the Davidic king to ascend the throne again, and for Israel to become the leader among nations. This is called “the earthly way.”

The second approach—depicted in the Book of Daniel—is the expectation that God will intervene in history in a dramatic, apocalyptic manner, ending the present age and opening a new order. This second approach is “the heavenly way.”

Zechariah’s path attracts those with a spirit of action; but its flaw is that it emphasizes too strongly that Israel must grasp its destiny by its own strength, leaving little room for God’s work. Daniel’s path, on the other hand, focuses entirely on God’s action, but often leads people into passive submission and negative waiting.

Even today, when discussing “salvation,” it often divides into two types: one believes salvation comes from ourselves—“Get up and act!”; the other believes salvation comes entirely from God—“Do nothing.”

And it is precisely in this context that we can understand why the vision in Isaiah 65 is so profound and so astonishing.

This passage speaks clearly of God’s work—it mentions “new heavens and a new earth,” which describes God’s dramatic and decisive intervention. However, the details in the text are extremely close to daily life: the well-being of children, people building houses, planting crops—these almost sound like practical issues that might be raised during local elections.

The scene depicted in Isaiah 65 is suspended between heaven and earth—suspended between God’s action and human action; suspended between hope and pragmatism.

Let us look closely at how Isaiah combines God’s vision with the human role, allowing both to play their proper part in salvation.

In this passage, salvation has three dimensions—three aspects concerning what kind of hope a community may hold.

The first dimension is health and well-being. The text says: “No longer will there be … an infant who lives only a few days, nor an old person who does not live out their years.”

In the Bible, salvation and health are closely linked. Salvation means safety; it means establishing a permanent relationship with God. If this morning you feel worried about your own health or the health of someone you love, you will understand the close connection between salvation and health.

The second dimension is safety and security. The text describes: you build a house, and you will live in it; you plant a vineyard, and you will eat its fruit.

This is a picture of a happy and productive world: everyone can create, cultivate, and enjoy the results; no one is exploited, used, or alienated. Isaiah believes that labor itself is beautiful. This is not a picture of angels playing harps, but work in real life—work is the center between heaven and earth.

There is hardly a better feeling in life than “having good work to do, and working together with colleagues who are trustworthy and respectful.”

The third dimension is the relationship with the land, food, and animals. The text portrays a vivid picture: “The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.”

This is the most profound philosophical claim in Isaiah’s vision: when heaven and earth meet, it is not war but cooperation; not struggle but goodness; not a competition over limited resources, but an act of worship centered on shared food. In peace, sharing, and gratitude, humans and nature, humans and animals, and humans and God all participate in communion together.

This is Isaiah’s answer to the spiritual search I have had for a long time about what kind of hope marginalized communities should hold:

First, create the right conditions for people’s well-being. Salvation begins with health.

Second, make constructive, satisfying, and fruitful work possible, so that people can experience the joy and vitality that come from laboring with their own hands.

Third, heal relationships—relationships between people, between humans and animals, and between humans and the land.

This is a rather complete declaration. It is neither detached from reality nor something easily achieved, but is suspended between heaven and earth. Yet it lacks the core element that runs through Isaiah’s vision—the presence of faith.

When we are organizing to serve the community, what concerns us is that there is no room for faith. We spend energy and time facing enormous challenges, but if we do not begin with prayer, this means we can rely only on our own strength.

We care about having our work recognized and praised in the community, but we cannot discuss how to do what is closest to the kingdom of God. This kind of work exhausts me, because we have only our own hands to depend on.

However, in Isaiah’s vision, God’s presence runs through it. God participates in salvation more deeply than humans do. He says, “Before they call, I will answer; while they are still speaking, I will hear.”

Even more wondrous is that God says, “I will make Jerusalem a joy and its people a delight. I will rejoice over Jerusalem and delight in my people.”

Is there any feeling in the world more marvelous than knowing that your life is God’s joy? Is this not the very height of heaven—to discover that God has shaped your entire life for your well-being, and that His delight is you?

The prophet helps me understand that the theological issue of the church’s community service is not simply about poverty; it concerns the kind of hope each of us should hold in this lifetime, and what it means to pursue an abundant life in the kingdom of God.

We long for God’s transformation, and at the same time we take active steps in the here and now, doing things that only God can ultimately bring to fulfillment—what meaning does that have? In fact, it speaks of this “life suspended between heaven and earth.”

What effect does Isaiah’s vision have on you now?
· Is your body healthy? Are your inner being and your body harmonious and at peace?
· Is your work productive? Can you enjoy the fruits of your labor?
· Are your relationships with your surroundings harmonious? Is there “wolf and lamb eating together” peace and coexistence in your life?
· Does your life allow God to say, “You are my joy and my beloved”?

All these questions ask us to reflect on whether our lives are revealing the health, fruitfulness, harmony, and joy of the kingdom of God—the beautiful vision suspended between heaven and earth, jointly brought forth by God and humanity.

Next week we will have our Thanksgiving service. I want to ask you: “Have you lived well this year?”

This is a question about physical and mental health, fruitful work, good relationships, and living in God’s joy. This is what we must ask when we do community work. This is also Isaiah’s question for each of us today—whether you are rich or poor, full of hope or filled with fear, living abundantly or struggling. Isaiah is saying to you now: “Have you lived well? Are you suspended between heaven and earth?”
