R G BEEEIH When the Church is Filled with the Holy Spirit

Acts 2:1-21

Day of Pentecost
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Two weeks ago, we were encouraged by the Gospel of
John, in which Jesus, before departing, promises the
Holy Spirit to the disciples, encouraging them not to fear
suffering. Today is Pentecost, the fiftieth day after Jesus’
resurrection, which is the seventh Sunday after Easter in
the church calendar.
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In Jewish tradition, this is also the Feast of Weeks
(Shavuot), commemorating the Israelites' exodus from
Egypt during Passover and their arrival at Mount Sinai

fifty days later to receive the Ten Commandments.
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The Holy Spirit comes on Shavuot carries many
theological meanings: Jesus leading the Israelites out of
bondage again, not from Egypt, but the Roman Empire
and the religious elite; Jesus overcoming death through
resurrection and restoring the relationship between
or God fulfilling the Ten
Commandments through the Spirit.

humanity and God;
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On this Day of Pentecost, let us take a fresh look at how
the disciples, empowered by the Holy Spirit, built the
church—and what we can learn from a Spirit-filled

church after Jesus’ departure.
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Scriptural Context
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The Acts of the Apostles is the sequel to the Gospel of
Luke, documenting all that the first group of disciples
did after Jesus’ ascension. The first and last parts
describe Peter’s teachings and miracles among the Jews,
interspersed with Philip’s mission to the Gentiles, and
ending with Paul’s conversion and three missionary

journeys.
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The second chapter we read today records the first public
event of the Holy Spirit's descent after Jesus’ death,
resurrection, and ascension—right after the disciples

had just chosen the twelfth replacement for Judas.
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Although Acts 2 appears wondrous and full of glory, we
must not forget the 49 days before—much like the
Israelites’ 49 days after the Exodus—when the disciples

experienced deep fear.
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They had witnessed their rabbi being arrested and
executed, then encountered the risen Jesus without yet
having the time or capacity to understand. All the while,
they were still worried whether the Jewish leaders would

continue to hunt them down.
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Their inner fear stemmed from doubt, uncertainty about
the future, miraculous events beyond reason, and—
something familiar to the Taiwanese church—political

persecution.
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But then, “suddenly from heaven there came a sound
like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire
house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of
fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each
of them” (Acts 2:2-3). The author of Acts writes as if
narrating a novel—or rather, it seems that God’s
orchestration of the early church really was as vivid and

dramatic as a novel.
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What’s even harder to comprehend is that these
uneducated, lower-class fishermen suddenly began to

speak in different regional languages.
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How I wish, back when I was applying to school, I
could’ve suddenly spoken English like the disciples—
then I wouldn’t have needed to spend so much on
TOEFL courses! They were “speaking about God’s
deeds of power” (2:13) in languages spanning Europe,
Asia, and Africa.
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The sound of the Spirit’s descent caught everyone’s
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attention. According to Deuteronomy, Pentecost was one
of the three major pilgrimage festivals when Jews were
required to go to Jerusalem. Because of this, Jews who
had been scattered and were living in various regions
had all gathered in Jerusalem on that very day and heard

the great sound.
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Even more astonishingly, they heard these Galilean
disciples—members of the social underclass—speaking
in their native tongues, “declaring the mighty works of
God.” Just as some began mocking the disciples for
being drunk in the morning, Peter began the first sermon
of his life. After his sermon, about three thousand were

baptized and became disciples (2:41).

WHE > EREERERRZEEERN
P o HZBEBMZEAZ HER R AR
BET s BEIZESHNER - ERMHERN
MO LR E ~ BT RENE—F#
ERREEE -

I believe this scene is the dream of many Christians:
receiving the Holy Spirit and suddenly gaining new
abilities, engaging in multilingual cross-cultural
missions, planting churches in the most strategic
regions, and seeing thousands come to faith after a single

S€rmon.
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Yet this passage about how the early disciples formed a
faith community through the Spirit contains even more

valuable lessons for us.
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Willing Service
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First, let us look closely at the emotions of the disciples
during the process of being filled with the Holy Spirit.
Although the first two chapters of Acts don’t mention
their emotions, when we turn to the end of Luke, we find
that after Jesus' ascension, the disciples “returned to

Jerusalem with great joy” (Luke 24:52).
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Just a month earlier, they were still hiding in fear and
confusion, but after spending forty days with the risen

Christ, their hearts were filled with joy.
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This is quite different from what we may expect—or

have experienced—in the church. Even if you haven’t
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served, you’ve likely heard family or friends complain

about ministry.
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This doesn’t mean we can’t vent; in fact, the Holy Spirit
often moved the disciples—especially Paul—to express
anger or lament. However, when a ministry becomes a
burden that brings about overwhelming negativity, it is
worth pausing to reflect on whether the Spirit is still

guiding that work.
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Often, what we call ministry is just asking others to do
what we don’t want to do. But looking at the disciples—
though they were hiding in fear just a month earlier—
under the Spirit’s guidance, they began to proclaim
God’s good news with joy and willingness. No one
forced them, and none shrank back or collapsed under

pressure.
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In a Spirit-filled church, whether someone serves in one
ministry or a dozen, each person serves willingly and
with initiative. For when the Holy Spirit fills us, we are
invited—but not forced—to respond to what the Spirit

urges us to do.
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Boundary-Pushing Ministry
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Now let’s see what the disciples did after being filled
with the Holy Spirit. Acts 2 clearly records that they
were “speaking about God’s deeds of power” (2:11) in
Jerusalem. More specifically, Peter preached to all in
Jerusalem that the one crucified, Jesus, had truly risen

and ascended.
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This kind of sermon challenged two dangerous
boundaries. Internally, Peter had never preached in
public before. In Roman times, public speaking was the
domain of highly educated philosophers. Peter, as a
fisherman, had no training in preaching—and he wasn’t
even speaking in his native tongue. Through the Spirit,

he challenged the limits of his own abilities.
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Externally, Peter exposed himself to the dangers of
political persecution. Don’t forget, Jesus had just been
arrested and killed less than two months ago. And yet
Peter dared to proclaim the same message right in
Jerusalem—the very place where Jesus was executed.
So in proclaiming the gospel, Peter also challenged the

social boundaries of what was acceptable.
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Often, what we call ministry is just sending others to do
what we ourselves cannot do, while we keep saying, “I
don’t know how.” But the disciples, who supposedly
“knew nothing,” were empowered by the Spirit to do
things far beyond their capabilities. In other words, if
they had simply gone back to fishing or collecting taxes,
we wouldn’t say they were filled with the Spirit.
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A Spirit-filled church is one where people challenge
both their personal boundaries and societal boundaries
for the sake of the gospel. Because when the Spirit fills
us, we are expanded to do what we never imagined

possible.
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Reconciling Ministry
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Finally, let’s reflect on what was accomplished after the
disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit. The long list
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of nations in today’s passage represented the “whole
world” as known to Jews at the time. By proclaiming the
gospel in many languages, the message had crossed

cultural and linguistic barriers.
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This echoes Genesis 11 and the Tower of Babel—where
God confused languages to scatter people and humble
their pride. Now, through the Spirit, God proclaims the

gospel across languages at Pentecost.
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Language is not just a tool of communication—it is often

a weapon of division and exclusion. Originally, the Jews
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believed only those who lived in Judea and spoke pure
Hebrew were God’s chosen ones. But the disciples

proclaimed God’s gospel in the languages of Gentiles.
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The essence of the gospel is reconciliation—not
separation—so the Spirit enabled the disciples to heal
ethnic divisions through diverse tongues and to proclaim

God’s reconciliation with humankind.
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Many times, churches or ministries fail to reconcile and
instead deepen division. Even unintentionally, we may
carry superiority in language, politics, or economics that

alienates others.
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A Spirit-filled church is one where everyone becomes an
agent of peace. Even with different opinions and habits,
they are willing—through the Spirit—to serve each
other wholeheartedly and prioritize ministries of
reconciliation. For one of the Spirit’s most essential
works is the healing of division: between person and

person, and between people and God.
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When the Church is Filled with the Spirit

TRFI B E T - R R AR = AR
WK~ AGE R T AZ0t - =
IREEEHD - 5 AR AR B 2 A ]
f TH > WERGEHERE S H D
B RREATIMATAT SCALZE R > EHHA

N

When people talk about being filled with the Spirit, most
imagine glorious moments—church revival, thousands
being baptized. But clearly, if we do not reflect on how
the Spirit truly works, such spectacles can be achieved
by psychology, marketing, or pop culture—and that is
not the gospel.
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True Spirit-filled ministry is not about how large the
team is, but about whether someone is willing to do what
they once feared. True Spirit-filled ministry is not about
how capable the leaders are, but whether someone is
ready to break boundaries. True Spirit-filled ministry is
not about thousands being baptized, but how many

relationships are restored through ministry.
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May we, this Pentecost, receive the Spirit, give with
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gladness, bravely challenge ourselves, and strive to
become agents of peace. May the hope we receive in the
Spirit never become a tool of self-fulfillment, but only

B AR AR TR S © the means to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ death and
resurrection.
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Lord, fill us with the Spirit who moved over the waters
before creation; fill us with the Spirit you breathed into
Adam; fill us with the Spirit who called Moses, Joshua,
the Judges, Kings, and Prophets.
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Make us no longer demand of others, but simply obey
your will for us; make us no longer see ourselves as
powerless, but submit to the expansion of your call on
our lives; make us no longer divide friend from foe, but

obey your call to be peacemakers.
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We pray in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.




