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If you only had one week left before leaving forever,
never to return again, what would you want to leave
behind for the people you love? Would you buy lots of
gifts? Or write a heartfelt card or a legally binding will?
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In a Japanese TV show, a young woman spent the
morning chatting with her mother about wanting to eat
her favorite braised pork for dinner. But when she
returned home that evening, she found her mother had
collapsed and passed away. That pot of braised pork was

frozen and left untouched for five years.
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After scientists confirmed it was safe to eat, the show
invited a chef to restore it. When the woman and her
father took a bite, they both instantly teared up and said,
“That’s the taste.”
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Just like that pot of braised pork, because it carried love
and memory, it could still bring tears and deep emotions

even five years later.
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In today’s Scripture, Jesus enters Jerusalem in glory but
immediately foretells that He will leave the disciples—
and that He is going somewhere they cannot follow. Let

us reflect together through Jesus’ long farewell discourse
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Fir 80 09 B2 58 02 A BE > S ERAM Y A2 i B | Spirit in the Gospel of John, and what does that mean for
HEES o our lives?

e SCH = Scriptural Background
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In the Gospel of John, biblical scholars refer to chapters
13—17 as Jesus’ Farewell Discourse. This lengthy section

spans five chapters—nearly a quarter of the entire
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Gospel. Knowing He would soon leave, Jesus repeatedly
promises that the Holy Spirit will remain with them

forever.
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The timing of this Farewell Discourse is also thought-
provoking. In the first half of John’s Gospel, Jesus
performs many miracles: healing the sick, casting out
demons, and feeding the crowds. Just when everyone
begins to believe that Jesus is the triumphant Messiah,
He drops a shocking announcement—He predicts that

He will be betrayed and will leave them.
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Suddenly, in chapter 13, Jesus stoops down to wash His
disciples’ feet and foretells that Judas will betray Him.
Then He gives them a new commandment to love one
another. The Messiah they hoped would come to reign
has instead become a humble servant, a betrayed outcast,
and is about to depart from the place where He seemed

destined for glory.
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But Jesus’ departure is not the end. In the earlier part of
today’s passage, He clearly states: “I will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you
forever” (John 14:16).
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Though Jesus will leave, He promises the Holy Spirit so
that we will not be left as orphans. Even if we cannot see
or recognize the Spirit, the Spirit will dwell within us

and be with us.
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In systematic theology, the Holy Spirit often receives the
least attention; some theologians even relegate the topic
to an appendix. Sometimes, charismatic churches

jokingly call Presbyterian churches “Spirit-less.”
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Honestly, if a seeker were to suddenly ask us what the
Holy Spirit is, we might not be able to explain it clearly
right away. But today, through Jesus’ teaching, let us
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EENEE The Breadth of the Holy Spirit
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First, the Holy Spirit dwells with all who love the Lord.
When Jesus was explaining that the Spirit would be
revealed to those who love Him, one of the disciples—
Judas (not Iscariot}—asked, “Lord, how is it that you
will reveal yourself to us, and not to the world?” (John
14:22).
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Jesus replied, “Those who love me will keep my word,
and my Father will love them, and we will come to them
and make our home with them” (John 14:23).
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Judas imagined the Holy Spirit as a tool for division, a
marker of distinction. But the Spirit Jesus speaks of has
no such worldly boundary. Receiving the Holy Spirit is
not based on Jewish lineage, circumcision, church

attendance, tithing, or even baptism.
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The only “requirement” isn’t a requirement at all but
more like a cause-and-effect: if someone loves God and
keeps God’s commandments, then the Spirit is already
within them, enabling them to recognize the Spirit’s

presence.
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This contrasts with the version of the Spirit taught by

many fundamentalist Christians. Many imagine
receiving the Spirit as a way to access blessings. They
link loving Jesus to receiving the Spirit because they

hope Jesus will love them and bless them in return.

WA EE AR 0 TH A ER R B L — RV B
F o AR 22 AR HR R A 7 B A i —
—LBEBATFIRRERD - REMH
H C R — 8% o

In other words, the Spirit becomes a kind of talisman.
Jesus is treated as a personal guardian deity—just like
how some Taiwanese people look for the deity most

compatible or protective of them.
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But such a Spirit is not what Jesus proclaimed. Worse, it
may lead people to stumble and fall away from faith. In
John chapter 6, after Jesus performed the miracle of
feeding five thousand during the Passover, many
followed Him as a kind of guardian god, believing He

was the new Moses who would deliver them again from




imperial rule.
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But when Jesus crossed the Sea of Galilee and preached
that He was “the bread that came down from heaven,”
and that all must “eat His flesh and drink His blood,”
people realized that following Him didn’t guarantee an
endless supply of loaves and fish. As John 6:66 records,
“Because of this many of his disciples turned back and

no longer went about with him.”
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If we expect the Holy Spirit to make us stand out from
others—whether through speaking in tongues, healing,
or exorcism—then what we desire is a Spirit that
divides. But the true Spirit unites, benefits all who love
the Lord, and does not serve as a badge of personal

salvation.

ERErGRRMBERE - 2 E M

The Holy Spirit does not make us spiritual; rather, when

BEXZER > EEYERME LEIML | we love God in a spiritual way, the Spirit becomes
K o manifest in us.
EEHERE The Depth of the Holy Spirit
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Second, the presence of the Holy Spirit is not meant to
help us conquer suffering, but to bring us comfort and
hope within it. In today’s reading from John 14, Jesus
has not yet been arrested, tried, or crucified. The

disciples have no idea of the disaster about to unfold.
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They were not chosen as disciples because they were
fully prepared or knew everything. On the contrary, it
was only after the events unfolded—when they
experienced confusion, fear, and helplessness—that the

Spirit’s power became evident in them.
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This contrasts with how many evangelical Christians
talk about the Holy Spirit—as a seal or badge that, once
them  Christ-like

superpowers. They believe they will always succeed,

received in baptism, grants
win every exam and competition, become rich, and build

grand churches.
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But this idea of the Spirit is completely different from
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Jesus’ experience, and it risks turning Christ into a deity
of transactional blessings. In John chapter 12, when
Jesus enters the city in glory, the glory He proclaims is
this: “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and
dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears
much fruit” (John 12:24).
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He didn’t come to kill Roman soldiers, nor did He want
Peter to slay the high priest’s servant. On the contrary,
Jesus chose to become the one sacrificed—because His

glory was never rooted in worldly victory.
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Precisely because following Christ does not equal
worldly success, Jesus prayed for the Father to send the
Holy Spirit. Jesus knew His disciples would continue to
face persecution and danger, so He promised the Spirit’s

comfort.
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Similarly, John, the Gospel writer, understood that such
suffering would not fade with time—and thus he
emphasized the message of the Spirit repeatedly
throughout his Gospel.
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The Vast Comfort of the Spirit
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Returning to our initial question: If we had only one
week left, what would we choose to leave behind?
Whatever it is, it would be limited to specific people and
only useful in certain times or situations. That is why
Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to
you. I do not give to you as the world gives” (John
14:27a).
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One week before Jesus left His disciples, He delivered a
long farewell discourse, promising the presence of the
Spirit—so that “when these things happen, you may
believe” (John 14:29). He knew that even after three
years with Him, His disciples would still face moments
they could not understand, times of fear, weakness, and

retreat.
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So the peace He leaves is not only for His disciples, but
for all. And it is not the false, surface-level reassurance
the world offers—Ilike “it’s fine” or “victory in Jesus.” It
is a peace that gives space and time for weakness, and

helps us recall Jesus’ teaching when we need it most.
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Today, through Jesus’ message, we learn that the Holy
Spirit is the one who comforts us in suffering, guides us
in confusion, and makes God’s presence known as we
love the Lord. I also believe that in our lives, we have
already experienced—or are currently experiencing—

the peace brought by the Spirit’s presence.
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I especially hope this sermon will renew strength for
brothers and sisters in need. When we are weak and fall,
though the world cannot offer true comfort, I believe that
through the process of loving God and loving Jesus, we
will continue to feel the Spirit’s comfort and
reminders—and through these experiences, we will

come to know what the Holy Spirit truly is.
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So then—what is the Holy Spirit to you?
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Let us pray:
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O Lord who gives the Holy Spirit, we thank You for
reminding us today through the teachings of Jesus what
the Holy Spirit is. We thank You that the Jesus You sent
is not a tyrant but a friend who comforts us in our
weakness; that He is not a thug demanding sides and
submission, but a gentle Lamb who rides a donkey and

willingly dies at the hands of His enemies.
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Lord, in our human weakness, we often treat the Holy
Spirit You gave us as a magical charm—thinking that if
we have the Spirit, we will be saved or gain
superpowers—forgetting the very circumstances in

which You promised the Spirit's presence.
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When You could have used miracles and force to display

Your glory, You instead revealed Your weakness through
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the Holy Spirit; when You could have proclaimed
resurrection as hope to the world, You chose instead—
through the Spirit—to be betrayed, whipped, and nailed

to the cross.
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We confess that we still don 't fully understand what the
Holy Spirit is, because we can't fully comprehend how
mysterious Your love for us is. Yet we still believe that

the Spirit dwells within us even now.
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Especially for brothers and sisters now enduring
weakness in body or spirit—we pray, Lord, help us not
to give up loving You in the midst of suffering. May we,
like Jesus, recognize the Spirit and be reminded by the

Spirit of Jesus’teachings to us.
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We pray in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.




