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Palm Sunday is the festival of Jesus’ glorious entry into

the city, and it is a passage recorded in all four Gospels.
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According to the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and John,
when Jesus entered the city riding a donkey colt, the
entire city of Jerusalem came out, laid down their cloaks
on the road, raised palm branches, and shouted,
“Hosanna! Blessed is the King of Israel who comes in

the name of the Lord!”
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Such a glorious scene seems to tell us that Jesus was
beloved by the people and was about to become King of

Israel.
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This glory brings to mind one of the five classic
Reformation “Solas”—Soli Deo Gloria, to God alone be
the glory. So today, on this Palm Sunday, let us
reconsider what the glory of God truly means through

the story of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.
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Scriptural Background
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In the Gospel of Luke, “glory” is not one of the central
themes, which makes it quite different from the Gospel
of John, which emphasizes glory. Yet for this very
reason, the moments of glory in Luke appear all the more

unique.
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I believe there are four major moments of glory for Jesus
in the Gospel of Luke: his birth, baptism, transfiguration,

and entry into Jerusalem.
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In Luke 2, at Jesus’ birth, the glory of the Lord shone
around the shepherds in the fields, and the angels

proclaimed the good news of Jesus’ birth:
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“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace

among those whom he favors!”
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In Luke 3, when Jesus came to the Jordan River to be
baptized by John, the heavens opened and a voice from
heaven said, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I

am well pleased.”
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In Luke chapter 9, when Jesus took James and John up
the mountain, he spoke in glory with Moses and Elijah.
Then a voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my

Son, my Chosen; listen to him!”
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And finally, the fourth is today’s passage, Jesus’ entry
into Jerusalem. In Luke chapter 19, the crowds, inspired
by the miracles Jesus had performed, shouted praises to

God, saying:
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“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!

Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!”
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These passages all seem to elevate Jesus to the highest
glory and affirm him in the roles of prophet, priest, and
king as ordained by God. But let us think more deeply:

what events follow each of these glorious moments?
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Jesus’ birth appears full of glory, but he was born in a
manger, not in Herod’s palace. Moreover, when Mary
brought him to the temple for purification, the righteous

Simeon prophesied:
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“This child is destined for the falling and the rising of
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed, so

that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed.”
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Jesus’ baptism appears full of glory, but he was baptized
by a man who lived on locusts in the wilderness, not by

the high priest in the temple.
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Immediately after, he was tempted by the devil, and
when he preached in his hometown of Nazareth, the

people rejected him and even tried to throw him off a
cliff.
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Jesus’ transfiguration appears full of glory, but when he
descended the mountain with just two disciples, the first

thing he faced was their failure to cast out a demon.
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Then, after he predicted his death for the second time,
the disciples were still arguing about who was the

greatest.
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And finally, we all know that after Jesus entered
Jerusalem in glory, within just a week, he was whipped,

spat upon, and crucified at the crowd’s demand.
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Glory Comes from Facing Suffering
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What is glory? At least in these four glorious scenes in
the Gospel of Luke, Jesus does not linger in those
moments of glory—in fact, they seem to plummet
straight into the worst scenarios, much like the recent

stock market.
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Clearly, Jesus’ glory does not come from these scenes.
Otherwise, it would be hard to believe that a divine
being, after a glorious birth, would be prophesied to be

opposed and bring division; ...
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...after a glorious baptism, would be rejected and hunted
by his own people; after a glorious transfiguration,
would be ignored by his disciples; or after a glorious

entry, would be nailed to a cross.
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Jesus is filled with glory not because he pursued these
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glorious moments, nor because he found satisfaction or
settled in them. On the contrary, Jesus courageously

entered into the ugly, painful, yet real situations of life.
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True glory may not be in those seemingly glorious
moments, but rather in the journey beyond them—into

the places no one else is willing to go.
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Returning to today’s Scripture, Jesus’ brief time entering
Jerusalem is actually a microcosm of entering into glory.
On his way to Jerusalem, Jesus predicted his death three

times.
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Even though he clearly knew that his journey to
Jerusalem would end in death, he kept moving forward.
While the crowd mocked him with praise and worship,
he kept moving forward. When the Pharisees came to

warn him, he still kept moving forward.
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From this perspective, Jesus did not just head to
Jerusalem; he also walked courageously into the valley

of his own soul.
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After the glorious scenes, he returned to reality and

stepped toward his mission through fear.
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After the glorious scenes, he faced the crowd’s soon-
coming betrayal and bore their praise in sorrow and his

own loneliness.
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After the glorious scenes, he faced the Pharisees and,

with righteous anger, stood firm in the truth.
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Jesus was different from the crowd, because the crowd
only wanted to achieve their vision of glory as quickly
as possible—namely, to defeat the Roman Empire with

force and restore the kingdom of Israel.
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Jesus’ glory came from descending from the highest

place to the lowest, and this is what incarnation means.
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It is the most mysterious, central, and valuable part of

our faith.
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If we only worship a God full of glory, authority, and
power, who has never faced suffering, then we might as

well believe in the world’s dictators or powerful elites.
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If our pursuit is only victory, then we have no need for a
Savior who was born in a manger, rode into the city on
a donkey, and was killed by the government within three

short years.

H > B2 RERMHAEFERERRIE > i H
BEIEIEE T 0 AT R E R
R B REE R M R LA o

But it is precisely because we believe in Jesus’ death—a
real and complete death—that we can also believe

resurrection is real, and give all glory to God.
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Soli Deo Gloria—To God Alone Be the Glory
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Looking back at our faith, the glory we seek in church—
are we pursuing those fleeting moments of spectacle, or

the kind of glory that comes through humility?
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If we pursue the glory of God, we should openly share
our fears about the church’s uncertain future, rather than
pretending we clearly know God’s will just because we

have goals about mission and church growth.
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If we pursue the glory of God, we should earnestly listen
to the wounds people have received in church, rather

than hiding them under constant busyness.
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VJARY

If we pursue the glory of God, we will bravely face and
converse through conflicts in the church, instead of
keeping a calm facade while gossiping and complaining

in private.
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If we can see glory in a megachurch of thousands, can

we also see God’s glory in our own little church of just
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fifty-some people?
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If we can see glory in a church with vast property, can
we also see God’s glory in our rented and borrowed

spaces?
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If we can see glory in someone else’s well-organized,
systematized ministry, can we also see God’s glory in

our own patchworked efforts built with sweat and tears?
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The glory of God is not fixed in the shiniest moments.
The glory of God goes beyond what looks good and
enters into the lowest places—even to where no one else

wants to go.
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Only when God humbled himself and became human
did we begin to know who this God truly is. Likewise,
only when we lower ourselves can we see the needs of

others more clearly—so that the world will not glorify

E R FRH R o us, but see only God’s glory.
A A Conclusion
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Today, as we worship in a new space, I hope we don’t
just see the absence of a glorious sanctuary. I hope we
can see how our siblings in Christ are still faithfully
adjusting and giving their all to make the worship

service flow smoothly.
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To me, Soli Deo Gloria means we must first lay down
our own glory in order to attain it. As I conclude this
sermon, | invite us into a moment of silence. Let us
reflect: who in our church is hurting, lonely, or angry?
Can we see God’s glory being revealed through each

person’s weakness?
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Jesus began his journey to Jerusalem in Luke chapter 9
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and arrived in chapter 19 with a glorious entry. Let us
now reflect in silence through the words of Jesus, and
consider what kind of glory Jesus proclaimed—and how

we might pursue that glory after this Palm Sunday.
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The Son of Man came not to destroy lives but to save
them. (9:56)
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Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the
Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head. (9:58)
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See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of
wolves. (10:3)

CEERINT  ATE S A T E
EIRMFTER > AR EER > BRI
FRIERY > AZETEE o (10:24)

Truly I tell you, many prophets and kings desired to see
what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what you
hear, but did not hear it. (10:24)
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Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many
things; there is need of only one thing. (10:41-42)
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Forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone

indebted to us. (11:4)
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Nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and

nothing secret that will not become known. (12:2)
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So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves
but are not rich toward God. (12:21) For where your

treasure is, there your heart will be also. (12:34)
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Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the
earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! (12:51)

IR AR R T A ER R HHE
HE > RALZIRIM 2D 7 (14:5)

If your child or an ox falls into a well on the sabbath day,

will you not immediately pull it out? (14:5)
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When you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled,
the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed. (14:13—
14)
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Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot
be my disciple. (14:27)
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Those who try to make their life secure will lose it, but

those who lose their life will keep it. (17:33)
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All who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who
humble themselves will be exalted. (18:14)
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See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that
is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be
accomplished. He will be handed over to the Gentiles;
they will mock him, insult him, and spit upon him. They
will flog him and kill him; and on the third day he will
rise again. (18:31-33)
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The Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.
(19:10)
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Let us pray:
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Glorious Lord, your will is mysterious and often beyond
our comprehension. We thank you for sending Jesus as
our greatest example so that our lives no longer blindly

pursue the kind of glory imagined by the world.
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As Jesus rode the donkey into Jerusalem, listening to the
crowd’s cheers while pondering his death on that final
road, we understand that your glory does not lie in the

crowd’s expectations but in the love of sacrifice.
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Lord, help us—when we look at our church and feel it
lacks glory, turn our gaze to each soul’s struggle,

loneliness, and weakness.
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When we are willing to humbly lower ourselves, we will
no longer be those who praise the Lord at the gates and
cry “Crucify him” beside the temple. We pray in the
name of Jesus Christ, who reveals God's glory in the

valley. Amen.




