L% The Strikes of Life
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I wonder if anyone has ever thought about where
preachers select their scriptures from? Before starting
the sermon today, I’d like to invite you to take a look at
the cover of the bulletin in your hands. On the left side
of the cover, below the date, there is a line that says, "The

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany."
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This refers to the Christian liturgical calendar, which we
call the lectionary. After Christmas, traditionally,
Christianity focuses on the manifestation of the Lord
over this one and a half months, when Jesus begins His

ministry and reveals Himself to the world.
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Many Christian hymns also include requests for Jesus to
come or for the Lord to manifest His miracles, often as
a prayer goal. However, very few people consider the

impact if the Lord truly reveals Himself to us.
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Today, we are going to reflect on the meaning of the

Lord’s manifestation in our lives through the way Jesus

M4 mAER o appeared to Peter and the miraculous catch of fish.
LS = Background of the Scripture
FERS NG & S A& » RIS TEMA | In the fifth chapter of the Gospel of Luke, the fisherman
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Peter encounters the Lord’s manifestation on an ordinary

day of his life, unaware that this encounter will bring

SENGIEEY about the greatest transformation in his life.
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them without income and hungry for the day. Suddenly,
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a man who had been preaching on the shore came to

Peter and told him to cast his nets in deep water.

151535 IRF T BE AR E RS WA ~ =224
MEYEME ISR T 0 {H B £ AW EOE R
Mty b A58 Z BERR BK R R AL o
REE] > BRI E — R HERY

o REZRTEEEE > XEFWHE
AR AR PR EAE)

Peter had likely already packed up his nets and was
preparing to go home, but out of respect for the teacher
who had just been teaching the crowd, he obeyed and
cast his net into deeper waters. Unexpectedly, the net
was filled with so many fish that it nearly tore and

became so heavy that both boats were about to sink.
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This seemed like hitting the jackpot to Peter, but his
reaction was the complete opposite of what we might
expect if we won a lottery. Instead of rejoicing or
thanking Jesus, he suddenly knelt and said, "Lord, go

away from me, for [ am a sinful man" (Luke 5:8).
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If it were me, I would certainly treat Jesus like a golden
goose and bring Him home to serve Him, asking Him to
tell me where to cast the nets so I could avoid struggling

for thirty more years!
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Why would Peter, after catching the fish, suddenly view
himself as a sinner? Though the Bible doesn’t provide a
clear explanation, we can infer from the opposite

perspective:
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To give Peter fish, why didn’t Jesus manifest Himself
like He did after His resurrection, grilling fish by the
shore and calling them to eat, or performing a miracle to
part the waters and make the fish appear? Why did He
instead tell Peter to go out into the deep to fish? What is

the difference between these two approaches?
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Identity and Self-Esteem
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I believe there is an incredibly important and
irreplaceable moment between Jesus’ command and
Peter catching the fish. Fishing was Peter's profession—

no matter how bad his skills were, he was probably still
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better than a preacher at it. So, when we look closely at
what Peter says to Jesus, we can guess that Peter obeyed
simply because Jesus had just been teaching on the

shore.
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In other words, Peter likely didn’t believe that casting
the net in the deep water would accomplish anything and
even thought Jesus shouldn’t be a backseat driver,

challenging his professional skills.
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I’'m sure many of us have had experiences where our
expertise was challenged. If it’s an expert doing the
challenging, it’s one thing, but what usually makes us
angry is when someone who doesn’t understand the
subject tries to nitpick and meddle in something we’ve

already done.

WEFEL B ERB I E BB R %
TR A M 28 0 A (] A R R V8 R ot 5
S HEE e

I remember when I was studying vocal performance in
graduate school, I was actively involved in different

opera performances and local choirs.
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One time, during a rehearsal break, a man I didn’t know
suddenly turned to me and started giving me singing
advice. I was so angry that the heat went straight to my
head. I remember telling my roommate later, “Doesn’t
he know I’m a vocal performance major? I didn’t even
say his singing was bad, but he still dared to teach me

how to sing!”
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I’'m sure everyone here, having immigrated from
different generations, has a profession of their own, and
many of us are at the top of our respective fields. After
investing so much time and effort to develop our skills,

we naturally build our identities around them.
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For example, because of my training, I consider myself
a vocalist, conductor, pianist, educator, and also a

theologian and pastoral caregiver.
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This can make it feel as if our value is being challenged
when our profession is questioned. In other words, when
I identify myself as a vocalist and someone says I can’t
sing, it feels like I’m nothing, like my very existence has

no value, as if my life has been struck hard.
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Looking back at Peter, whatever he was going through,
we can assume that his life was also shattered by the
encounter with the Lord. The knowledge he had about
fishing seemed completely irrelevant in the face of
Jesus. The responsibility of providing for his family

appeared to have no value before Jesus.
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All of Peter’s life’s frustrations seemed to explode in that
instant; his life was shattered by a simple command from

Jesus.
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Self-Esteem and Brokenness
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I believe everyone has experienced some form of life’s
blows at different stages, and clergy are no exception. In
the service of the church, the ministry I enjoy the most

is preaching.
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Preaching allows me to exercise creativity, challenge
myself to view a scripture from different angles, and
reflect on my own life to see if I can apply any
meaningful insights. For me, preaching is an art that

combines theological knowledge and life experience.
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However, even in the ministry I love most, I almost
always face moments of being struck hard. When I speak
of being struck hard, I’'m not referring to not knowing
what to preach or feeling like I didn’t preach well, but

rather, while preaching, suddenly realizing I am




speaking to myself.
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Especially because, as you might notice, I love to preach
challenging content. But often, I find that midway
through writing or even preaching, I suddenly freeze and
realize that I am the one I’'m critiquing because I too

often do things I don’t like.
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As a theologian, the greatest pain is not failing to come
up with impressive theological insights but realizing that
my life doesn’t match the words I’ve spoken. Just like a
fisherman wouldn’t feel ashamed of not catching fish,
but would only feel great pain after listening to
someone’s advice and catching fish in a place he never

thought possible.
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Brokenness and Grace
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However, this story doesn’t end with Peter’s brokenness,
because we all know that Jesus came to give us abundant
life. The 20th-century Catholic spiritual master Henri
Nouwen, in his last year of life, wrote in his book The
Inner Voice of Love: A Journey Through Anguish to
Freedom that, "Our wounds are often the openings into

the best and most beautiful part of us."

RS AR 5 19 £ a0 KR8 R
fik o TRB M RSEER —H o fEEX
oo T GRRAE A CRYIRE > Rt
e HIS R T T

Peter’s life, fragile as it was, revealed its most beautiful
aspect because he encountered Jesus. He became sofft,
which allowed him to recognize his sin and kneel before

Jesus.
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Interestingly, Jesus’ response here is telling. The author
of the Gospel of Luke cleverly uses two Greek verbs to

describe Peter’s transformation.
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In verse 4, the verb used for Jesus’ command to Peter to
cast the nets is dypa, while in verse 10, the verb used for

"catching people" is {wypéw, a compounded word of
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Con (life) and dypa (catch), meaning literally "to catch

alive."
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Initially, Peter was just a fisherman catching lifeless fish,
but because he encountered the Lord, he became
someone who could catch living human beings. Though
his life was broken and his fishing skills seemed lacking,
Jesus used his imperfections to bring forth the most

beautiful result in his life.
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The Grace of Encountering the Lord
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Our faith is also quite interesting. We believe we are
valuable, created in God’s image, yet we also believe
that we are imperfect and need redemption through Jesus
Christ. However, when we anticipate encountering the
Lord, we usually hope to meet Him with our best side,
just like a teacher seeing a good student, a boss seeing a
seeing accomplished

good employee, or parents

children.
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Yet, through Peter’s experience of struggle and
transformation, we realize that the Lord often doesn’t
meet us in our achievements. If we think back to our
encounters with the Lord, nine times out of ten, it
happened when we were at our most vulnerable,

helpless, and failed moments.
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Our encounters with God typically involve a crushing
blow to our lives, but this blow is not meant to destroy

us but to build us up.
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For me, the greatest grace is that God never mocks or
looks down on our weaknesses because He knows us and
loves us. God is like a creative artist, using every
accidental splash of paint on the canvas as the
foundation for His work, using our mistakes to

demonstrate His grace and power, and becoming a
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blessing to those around us.
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Let us pray:
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Lord, who created and calls us, You are all-knowing.
You not only see every weakness and setback in our
lives, but You also bravely come to us in these moments
that seem unworthy of visitation, to meet us. We thank
You for Your mercy and wisdom, but we also honestly

express to You our embarrassment and discomfort.
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Even so, we long to encounter You. Please continue to
reign in our lives, especially in those areas of our lives
that we are most proud of. Help us not define our worth
through our pride, but rather to acknowledge our
weaknesses and wounds, so that through the pain we
have experienced, Your power and grace may be
revealed and become a blessing to those around us who

are weak.
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We do not ask for wealth and fame, but only to gain life
from Your infinite grace, to follow You for the rest of our
lives. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, the Lord who

calls us from the deep waters. Amen.




