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If you grew up in Sunday school at church, I would
guess that most of you recognized yourself as a well-
behaved student. Of course, I was well behaved in

church too, except for one thing I'll never forget.
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When I was in 5th or 6th grade, as a senior, an old
deacon asked me to lead the closing prayer for the
class. Since I wanted to go out with my friends as soon
as possible, I prayed as fast as I could. Unexpectedly, the
old deacon got angry and asked me to pray again, but I
refused because in the quick and brief prayer, I had not

prayed casually, so I felt very aggrieved.
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When the old deacon saw that I insisted on not praying
again, she told everyone to leave, leaving us in the
classroom for almost half an hour. Suddenly, my good
friend shouted from the stairs, “Patrick! Your grandma
wants you to come down for lunch!” The old deacon had

to let me go.
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When I went downstairs, I asked my friend where my
grandma was, but he said, “She's still in the chapel doing
worship!” So, he was just being clever to “get” me out

of there.
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Have you experienced any rebelling incidents in your
life? Have these things changed your faith? Today,
through Jesus' interactions with a Greek woman and a
deaf-mute Jew, we will look at a side of our faith that is

seldom seen beyond compliance and obedience.
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Today's passage is about two of Jesus' miracles. The first
is the miracle of casting out demons. When Jesus left
Galilee to go to a Gentile city, suddenly a Gentile
woman came from nowhere to Jesus and asked Him to

cast out a demon from her daughter.
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But for some reason, instead of doing it like Jesus did
with the other miracles, he said, “Let the children be fed
first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and
throw it to the dogs.” Then, after the woman replied,

Jesus cast out the demon.
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The second was a miracle of healing. After Jesus
returned to Galilee, someone brought a man who
couldn't hear or speak and asked Jesus to lay hands on
him. This time, Jesus did not refuse. After some

unintelligible gestures and a quick “open,” the man was

instantly healed.
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These two seemingly unrelated miracles have one
interesting thing in common: disobedience. In the first
miracle, though, some biblical scholars have tried to
defend Jesus by saying that it was because the kingdom
of God had not yet been opened to the Gentiles, that

Jesus was only saying it to test the faith of the women,
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and that Jesus meant the dog to be a cute puppy and not

a humiliating one.
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But it is clear that for whatever reason, Jesus in this
passage did not want to cast out a demon on behalf of
the Gentile woman's daughter. But the woman didn't just
walk away, she bravely and cleverly seized on Jesus'
statement and responded, “Even puppies under the table

eat children's crumbs!
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The second miracle is the opposite, but there is a
disobedience component to the narrative as well.
Although Jesus healed the deaf and dumb man without
saying a second word, he ended with a stern command
not to tell anyone. Instead, they “spread the word” and

the people responded and spoke favorably of Jesus.

Just Learn to Listen?
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I believe that most people are very obedient, and if you
grew up in Taiwan, arguing with others might even be a
culture shock in America. Influenced by Confucianism
and political changes, most East Asians expect students
to be obedient and preferably not to ask any questions
that are not in line with what the teacher has taught them.
Even if they find something unreasonable in their lives,

most people will put up with it as long as they can.
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This is our culture in East Asia, which has nothing
wrong. However, our beliefs are also limited by this
culture to some extent. The beliefs that we have been
taught are like mathematical formulas that cannot be
challenged, with no room for discussion, and as long as

the content does not fit the formulas, it must be wrong.
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Over time, we even force ourselves to fit all of our
experiences into the same formula, ignoring our own
feelings. Even when we come to church, the teaching we
expect to hear is just the same thing that proves the

formula we believe is right.
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But the gospel of Jesus has nothing to do with listening.
What was the model that Jesus himself set? He didn't
obey Jewish norms; he didn't follow Roman values, he
didn't obey temple priests and scribes, and he didn't bow

down before governors.
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Perhaps that's why the Bible doesn't record Jesus getting
angry or stopping the Greek woman and the deaf
Galilean in today's reading when they didn't listen to

Him.
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If Jesus had insisted that he was right (of course, we all
believe so), he could have ignored the Greek woman and
even thrown her out of the room before it was time for
Gentile lasses to receive the gospel or turned the
Galilean and his friends back into mutes for not listening
to the warnings. But Jesus didn't do that. He was up to

the challenge.
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This does not mean that the gospel of Jesus is subject to
change, for the gospel is given to people to set them free
and to enrich them. Assuming this is true, the gospel of
what Jesus has been manifested in the Greek woman and
her daughter when they are set free and in the people of

Galilee when they are healed.

Anthropocentric Theology
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In our modern, fast-changing world, our theology has
constantly been reinterpreted to respond to society
better. But many people say, “Modern theology focuses

only on human and not on God.”
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But let me ask, what does it mean to have a theology that
focuses only on God and not on human? How do you
talk about God's creation without talking about human?
How do you talk about Jesus' incarnation without talking
about human? How do you talk about the Holy Spirit

and not say that He lives in every person?
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The word of God is the word of God to man, so when
we talk about the Bible and theology, it is impossible to
avoid talking about man. One of the most important
theologians of the twentieth century, Karl Barth, though
openly opposed to the man-centered theology of his day,
also said, “Man is the measure of all things, since God

became man.”
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In addition to obedience, Jesus emphasized caring for
people. For the Greek woman, Jesus saw how the mother
pleaded for her daughter, even when she was called a
dog, to make her daughter well, no matter what Jesus
had originally envisioned or foreseen as the original
order of the Kingdom of God. Jesus cared about the

mother's troubled heart.
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For the Galileans, whatever Jesus' plan for evangelism
was, Jesus was so excited to see people being healed that
he couldn't wait for the world to know about it; perhaps
they had more friends who needed to be healed, so they

had to spread the good news even though they were
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warned by Jesus.
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In this context, who else in our modern world is not
receiving the Good News? Who are just like the Greek
women considered unworthy of the gospel? Who are
those who, like the healed Galilean, are not regarded as
worthy to proclaim their testimony? As disciples of
Jesus, are we to drive the Greek women away? Are we
to catch up with the healed Galileans and tell them to

shut up?

Conclusion
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Faith is never docile; it can even be rebelling. When we
see the needs and weaknesses of people, we can easily
find room for our faith to be challenged if we have just
a little bit of compassion. No theology has ever been too
anthropocentric, only religious Christians who care

about people too less.
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I'hope that today's story of the disobedience of the Greek
woman and the man who was healed in Galilee will
make us rethink our attitudes toward our faith, whether
it is a faith that gives up our humanity, our doubts, and
our feelings, or whether it is a faith that we can use in a
healthier way to challenge our faith, or even to be

challenged by others?
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Let me ask the same question I asked at the beginning:
Have you experienced any rebelling events in your life?
Have these things changed your faith? If you can't think
of any from the beginning, I invite you to listen carefully

to the voice of your own heart, to stop explaining all
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your feelings with self-righteous formulas of faith.
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I believe that you will hear through the Holy Spirit how
God's love is so radically close to our hearts and to all

our feelings.
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Let's pray together:

Dear Lord, thank you for allowing us to enjoy your
miracles and salvation, so that we can live a free and
abundant life through you. However, with our limited
knowledge, it is difficult to understand the breadth of
your love, and we limit your love with our dogmas, rules
and laws, and we even use them to limit others from

receiving your love.
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Have mercy on us. In our limited lives, let us learn from
the Greek woman we read about today, who dared to talk
back to Jesus to liberate those she cared about, and from
the Galilean who was healed, who dared to disobey
Jesus' command in order to heal those she cared about.
Let's see what a backbone of faith can do for the gospel,
rather than just being a good student who is afraid to say

or do anything.
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When we are willing to challenge our faith, we believe
that you, Lord, have led us to step out of the comfort
zone. When we take that first step, we will be able to
realize that nothing can separate us from your love, and
we will be able to love our neighbors as ourselves.

Prayer is asked in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.




